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A Glorious Gospel Incident:

Introducing Hope to the Hopeless

Charles Wesley was John Wesley’s brother, and the two often labored
together. Both were able preachers, but Charles is more famously
known today for the thousands of hymns he wrote. What follows is an
instance of his preaching to those in prison awaiting death.

In a beautiful work of Christian compassion Charles went day
after day among the condemned criminals at Newgate prison.

I visited one of them in his cell [he writes], sick of a fever - a poor
black that had robbed his master. I told him of One who came down
from heaven to save lost sinners, and him in particular. I described
the sufferings of the Son of God, His sorrows, agony and death. He
listened with all the signs of eager astonishment; the tears trickled
down his cheeks while he cried, “What? Was it for me? Did God
suffer all this for so poor a creature as me?

Upon visiting the prison again three days later...Charles
declared the Gospel’s good news to the felons. Even in what he
called ‘the condemned hole’, he saw its effect on them, one by
one. But he also experienced its effect afresh within his own
heart, ...dealing with these pitiable individuals in this wretched
place, he said, ‘I had great help and power in prayer....I found
myself overwhelmed with the love of Christ to sinners.’

As the day of execution approached, Charles increased his
efforts. At night, he and Bray allowed themselves to be locked in
with the condemned men; they ‘wrestled in mighty prayer’ and
saw fear and despair give way to peace and joy on one
countenance after another.

On the morning of the hanging, a boisterous crowd, intent on
making sport of the victims, gathered as usual at Tyburn. As the
death cart drew on to the field, Charles Wesley and a few friends
were there to meet it. ‘The black had spied me coming out of the
coach’, says Charles, ‘and saluted me with his looks. As often as
his eyes met mine, he smiled with the most composed, delightful
countenance I ever saw.’ Charles made his way through the
crowd and climbed into the cart, but when the official chaplain
tried to do the same, ‘The prisoners begged he might not come;
and the mob kept him down.’
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There in the death cart, disdainful of the jeers of the crowd,
Charles again spoke words of Scriptural comfort to the poor
victims. He and his companions sang for all to hear:

Behold the Savior of mankind
Nail’d to the shameful tree!
How vast the love that Him inclined
To bleed and die for thee!

Tis done! The precious ransom’s paid;
‘Receive My soul’, He cries;
See where He bows His sacred head!
He bows His head, and dies!

A rope from an overhead scaffold was placed around the neck of
each prisoner. Charles
continued his ministrations,
praying with them, giving them
encouragement and kissing
whom he could. As the final
moment approached he again
broke into song:

To the dear fountain of Thy blood,
Incarnate God, I fly;
Here let me wash my spotted soul,
From crimes of deepest dye.

A guilty, weak and helpless worm,
Into Thy hands I fall;
Be Thou my life, my righteousness,
My Jesus and my all.

‘When the cart drew off,’ says Charles, ‘not one struggled for life.
We left them going to meet their Lord, ready for the
Bridegroom... I spoke a few suitable words to the crowd, and
returned full of peace and confidence in our friends’ happiness.
That hour under the gallows was the most blessed hour of my life.’

(taken from George Whitefield, Vol. 1, pp. 188-189, Arnold Dallimore)
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How deep the Father’s love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure.

How great the pain of searing loss,
The Father turns His face away,
As wounds which mar the chosen One
Bring many sons to glory!

Behold the Man upon the cross,
My sin upon His shoulders.
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.

It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished!
His dying breath has brought me life.
I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything,
No gifts, no power, no wisdom.
But I will boast in Jesus Christ...
His death and resurrection.

Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer ...
But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom.

Stuart Townend
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A New Direction for the Jubilee

Every month the churches in the metro-Cleveland area gather to
enjoy fellowship, feast together before the Lord and receive a
portion of ministry from the Lord’s Word. A number of brothers felt
it would be beneficial to come again to the great matter of the
blood of Jesus and consider once more its operation for our very
real salvation! God desires a relationship with humanity, and we
also desire a relationship with Him. What might be the basis of
this relationship that both God and we seek? Nothing but the
blood of Jesus! Therefore, in the coming Jubilee gatherings the
focus will be upon God’s desire and what is required, His provision
to satisfy His requirement through the blood of His own Son, and
our application of that provision today.

(Times and location for the gatherings may be found on the
following page.)
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PLEASE PRAY ALSO FOR THE FOLLOWING:

Twenty students from several campuses around the Great Lakes
have taken a leave of absence from their 2008-2009 school year
to participate in a ten month labor. The laboring teams are in
Buffalo, New York; Cleveland Heights, Ohio and Minneapolis,
Minnesota. They spend their mornings in prayer and fellowship in
the Word. Their afternoons are spent studying and visiting people
either on a college campus or in the community where they live.
They also have had the opportunity to help plan and carry out the
fall and spring conferences for college students as well as the
winter 'Empower' conference for college students and the 'Ignite'
conference for high school and junior high school students. They
will continue their labor through May of 2009.

Topics, times, and location of upcoming Jubilee gospel gatherings
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THREE CONCERNS FOR A HEALTHY CHURCH LIFE

In the fourth and final chapter of Philippians, Paul conveys his concern
for the well-being of the church life in Philippi, the well-being of the indi-
vidual believers within the church life, and their financial giving (because it
manifests their spiritual growth in a particular way). Those who serve a
church (or churches) should share with Paul these crucial concerns.

CONCERN 1: CORPORATE HARMONY

The first concern focuses upon the testimony of the church or churches
you have fellowship with. The local church must be very healthy, and the
mark of a healthy church life is harmony (4:2-3).

True harmony, of course, is not found when everything is merely peace-
ful, because peacefulness can be a result of death. Some might feel things
are quite harmonious only because they are not with each other! The har-
mony we should care about is a harmony of life, not a harmony of death.
The harmony of life is the first sign that a local church is healthy. If, how-
ever, there is disagreement and arguing in the church life, there is reason
for concern.

 As you love the Lord, pursue Christ, give yourself to Christ, and conse-
crate yourself to serve Christ, are you also one who knows how to keep
yourself in harmony with others?  Paul mentions the secret of harmony is
to only lay hold on Christ.  If we take up any topic other than Christ, our
harmony will disappear; the church life will not be harmonious. We are
here pursuing Christ to gain and possess Christ. We must pay any price so
that we can lay hold of Christ as He has laid hold of us. If we lack this
realization, we will not be able to pursue harmony with others. This is Paul’s
first concern.

MESSAGE THIRTY-SIX

The Experience of

Christ in Philippians
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Therefore, we need the Lord’s mercy.  In our local church, what is it
we care for? We care for Christ, we care to pursue Christ, we care to gain
Christ, and we care to possess Christ.  Eventually, our desire is that we
might be laid hold of by Christ, and lay hold of Christ. If this is our stand and
exercise, there should be harmony. Any other thing that arises as an issue,
however, will frustrate our harmony.

One brother once told me some liked me, while others did not.  I told
him that those who liked me were just as wrong as those who disliked me.
Brothers, if you love me that is right, because you have to love me: I’m
your brother! But when you make anyone an issue, that is wrong.  “Titus”
should never become an issue. No brother should ever become an issue
among the churches. We appreciate each brother and each servant of the
Lord, but we cannot allow any servant of the Lord to become an issue
among us.  All the servants of the Lord are here to serve us and to help us
so we might focus on Christ, gain Christ, possess Christ, and eventually be laid
hold of by this very Christ.  This is the first thing Paul was concerned about.

CONCERN 2: INDIVIDUAL RESTFULNESS

Secondly, Paul says, “I’m very concerned about you individuals, that
you are not restful.” (vv. 4-9) (For a church, the most manifest problem is
disharmony.  For individuals the most manifest problem is unrestfulness.)
You who have labored in this training have enjoyed these nine months, but
now that you have come to the final and tenth month, some of you have
become nervous, wondering, “What should I do next?” You begin to con-
sider, “If I do this or that, will the brothers be happy with me?” How quickly
we lose our restfulness! (Sometimes we are not restful because we do not
have the Lord, and sometimes we are not restful because we DO have the
Lord, but that is different!)

Paul’s concern towards Philippi was, number one, that the church had
to be harmonious, and number two, that individual saints had to be in rest-
fulness. The Christian life in principle is a restful life.

One day a sister asked me, “Titus, how can you live?” She told me that
she always thought I would want to give up because of the way things
seemed to be sometimes. But I was able to tell her that I was very happy,
for I experienced restfulness. In chapter 4, Paul gives us the secret to this
restfulness, as we will see in the next message.
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CONCERN 3: HANDLING FINANCE

The third portion (vv. 10-19)  is how to handle finance, individually and
corporately, which is one of the most crucial things in our lives. We have to
handle finance as it relates to the Lords testimony. The Lord told us clearly
that we cannot serve both God and mammon (money and what money can
buy—Matt. 6:24; Luke16:13). We cannot serve two masters. Notice that
instead of saying “Satan,” the Lord said “money.” Money is the direct
means Satan uses to control fallen mankind. Thus, the third thing Paul
mentions in chapter four is the matter of finance. The churches should be
healthily burdened for the Lord’s testimony, and this involves finances.

Many think the poorer you are, the more you love money. When a
person becomes wealthy, however, he possibly even desires money more.
(Remember, however, that when you die, it will not matter how many zeros
follow after in your bank account!) Those who serve the Lord, in principle,
are not well-off because they are not involved as much with money. Watch-
man Nee tried to produce money for the sake of the work, and it brought
him troubles. Coworkers have to learn that even should we have nothing,
the Lord is our rich supply.

Paul was a grand person. If you were to write a letter to a certain
church, how would you conclude it after you have delivered such a portrait
of spiritual advancement? Everyone would say, upon seeing the peak in
chapter three, “Oh! What a Christ we may enjoy!” Then, however, you
have to come back to what is practical, and when you become practical,
only three things matter. The first is: the church must be kept in harmony.
The second is: the brothers must live a life in restfulness so that they may
go on in a healthy fashion with the Lord. (Why does a Christian experience
anxiety? Because he or she is not able to touch the Lord. The one who
enjoys Christ is the one who has real peacefulness.) Then, the third in-
volves money, as he seems to say: “I am so thankful you are a healthy
church; once and twice you sent to meet my need.” (Just afterwards he
writes, “I don’t care about the money you gave to me. I just want you to
have more fruit in your account.”)

To the Corinthians he wrote that money is as a seed (2 Cor. 9:6). When
you bury the money as a life-seed, it grows. If you physically bury the
paper, of course, it gets rotten after a couple months, but if you should sow
money by offering it to the Lord, you reap generously, bountifully, and liberally.

        - Titus Chu
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Honor all men.

Love the brotherhood.

Fear God. Honor the king.

(1 Peter 2:17)

Of all the practical advice given in the New Testament, very few

readers have noticed the four items listed in 1 Peter 2:17: Honor

all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.

At first glance we think we know what these four things are. Still

we must ask, what does it mean to honor all men? Why does he say

to love the brotherhood instead of love the church? Why should we

fear God, the one who loves us and sent His Son to die for us? How

do we honor the king?

Honor All Men

Once the company I worked for sent me to Singapore to do some

work. At the end of my time there, the branch manager wanted

to honor me, so he took me to his favorite seafood restaurant. He

selected the best fish, which was carefully prepared according to

his direction and brought to our table. He smiled broadly as he

graciously offered me the best part of the fish – the head.

Fortunately for me, my host’s elderly mother was also at the table,

so I was able to transfer the honor to her. Her eyes lit up and she

ate the fish head with delight.
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We honor men when we give them our best. The best my host could

think to offer me was a fish head. We do the same every time we

try to honor others by offering them hospitality or some gift. Our best

is Christ, and if what we give is less than Him, it is only a fish head.

Peter’s own experience taught him how to honor all men. When

the lame man at the door of the Temple encountered Peter and

John, he asked them for alms. Peter had no money, but he had

something much better. He honored this man with the gospel, saying

“Silver and gold have I none; but what I have, that give I thee. In

the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” (Act 3:6)This man

received much more than he expected. He met the living Christ and

entered the Temple walking, leaping, and praising God!

Later in Acts 10, Peter was sent by the Lord to the house of

Cornelius. This man was an unclean Gentile. Under normal

circumstances Peter would never have entered his house. However

the Lord told Peter to not consider Cornelius as unclean. Peter

honored Cornelius and his entire household by visiting them,

bringing with him the gospel of salvation.

We meet people every day and usually have very little feeling about

them. However Peter admonishes us to honor all men. We do this

by giving them our very best. While they may seem poor, lame, and

unclean to us, they deserve our best, and the best we have is the

gospel of Jesus Christ.

Honoring all men represents the cold gospel. We contact people

every day that we will likely never see again. We have only that one

chance to honor them. Like the lame man and Cornelius, we have

no idea how the Lord has prepared them for this encounter. No one

is too lame or unclean to be unworthy of our Christ. This is why Peter

tells us to honor all men.

Honor the King

Although Peter lists this as the last of his four items, honoring the

king is closely related to honoring all men, so we will address it

second.  This is the warm gospel, the gospel to those who know us

well.
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In the context of Peter’s writing, the king represents the government,

which establishes the laws for the society in which we live. He sets the

rules and he enforces the rules. Peter says we should honor the king

by living as good, law-abiding citizens. This kind of living becomes a

testimony to those around us, who see us in our daily life.

The hardest ones to share Christ with are those who know us best:

our relatives, co-workers, and friends who see us every day. They see

how we drive, how we react to daily pressures, and how we handle

offense. They hear what comes out of our mouths. They know what

we value. We cannot hide from them or pretend we are holier than

we really are. In some ways they know us better than we know

ourselves.

It doesn’t take much to harm our Christian testimony. But if we honor

the king in our normal human living, that living itself will often open

people to the gospel. While we may feel pressed to immediately share

the entire gospel with a stranger who will soon no longer be with us,

we should feel no such pressure toward our relatives, co-workers, and

friends. Time is on our side. If we are careful to honor the king, they

will see our living and eventually open to us. If we have been in prayer

for them, we will recognize such opportunities when they come.

Love the Brotherhood

Peter is the only New Testament writer who uses the word

brotherhood like this. The word brotherhood is sweeter than the

word church, because it reminds us that the church is not some cold

institution or organization, but it is real people, often with real

needs. To love the church can be objective, but to love the

brotherhood is very subjective.

The apostle John wrote, “But whoso hath the world’s goods, and

beholdeth his brother in need, and shutteth up his compassion from

him, how doth the love of God abide in him? My Little children, let

us not love in word, neither with the tongue; but in deed and truth.”

(1 John 3:17-18)

James writes similarly, “If a brother or sister be naked and in lack

of daily food, and one of you say unto them, Go in peace, be ye
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warmed and filled; and yet ye give them not the things needful to

the body; what doth it profit?” (James 2:15-16)

It is normal in the church that at any given time some will be in need.

Only those who love the brotherhood will be aware of it. These are

the ones who watch the saints, who are with them, and have

genuine care. One measure of this kind of love is the number of

anonymous personal offerings that pass through the church’s

offering to the less fortunate among us. Where this is missing, that

church has become cold.

In the first and second centuries, the unbelievers noticed the

believers’ care for one another. It was markedly different from the

lack of concern found in their society. This love for the brotherhood

caused many to turn to Christ in spite of the very real danger of

persecution and martyrdom. This too is the gospel.

Fear God

According to the parable in Matthew 25:14-30, God has given each

of us at least one talent. Those who invest this talent and get a

return will receive the Lord’s blessing. Those who bury their talent

will receive His wrath. Christians have no fear of the final

judgment, as do the unbelievers, for their sins are all forgiven. But

we should fear disappointing the Lord and missing His blessing.

What is the talent we have received from the Lord? Many Christians

spend their entire lives trying to answer this question. They assume

that their talent is some mysterious power or gift that will turn them

into super-Christians. If this is the case, then most of us will end

up experiencing the Lord’s wrath, because most never discover

such a super-gift. We never turn into God’s super-heroes. Instead

we should develop the common gifts God has given to every

Christian. These include the Bible, prayer, and the anointing spirit.

The Bible doesn’t seem like a super-gift, but those who spend time

in it know otherwise. It contains words that are able to change our

lives. It contains words that are able to comfort those around us.

It contains words that enable us to know God. It contains words that

enable us to overcome the enemy. Without it we are left to our
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religious imagination. Many godly men sacrificed their lives that we

could have the Bible today. No wonder the Lord will be displeased

if we do not invest ourselves in it. It does not take very long to read

a book such as Galatians or Ephesians. If we read it enough times,

we will know what is in it, and we will receive the blessing.

Prayer also seems common, but most do not pray. They make no

investment in prayer. Perhaps this is because we think we must pray

lengthy prayers at set times. When the disciples asked the Lord for

a lesson on prayer (Luke 11:1-4), he did not give them a lengthy

prayer or tell them to set up a prayer schedule. The model prayer

that He gave, which most know as the Lord’s Prayer, takes less than

a minute to repeat. The Lord was telling them to pray short, instant

prayers. Whenever something comes to our mind, we should pray for

it that instant. This overcomes our short memory, for we might not

remember to pray for that item if we wait for our set time of prayer.

It also fulfills Paul’s admonition to pray without ceasing (1 Thes 5:17).

Once this is our habit, if we add up all our time spent in instant prayers,

we may find that we actually pray many hours in a day.

Finally we come to the anointing, which many find mysterious and

hard to understand.  But 1 John 2:20 says, “You have an anointing

from the Holy One,” and verse 27 says “And as for you, the anointing

which ye received of Him abideth in you, and ye need not that any

one teach you; but as His anointing teacheth you concerning all

things, and is true, and is no lie, and even as it taught you, ye abide

in Him.” Every Christian has been given the anointing Spirit. It

abides in us and teaches us to abide in Christ. It is every Christian’s

responsibility to nurture this mutual abiding relationship by learning

how to follow the anointing.

The Bible is God’s objective word to us. Prayer is how we go to God

subjectively. The anointing Spirit is how God comes to us subjectively.

These are the common talents God has given every Christian. If we

fear disappointing God and want to win His smile, we will invest

ourselves in each of them.

With this understanding, 1 Peter 2:17 is a good verse to print out

and hang on our refrigerators. We all need such a daily reminder:

Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.

          - Dave Shields
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Two Aspects of Being a "Seed"

The principle of being a seed has to do with being full of life and yet buried and
hidden and even put to death so that the life which is hidden might fully develop and
bear its fruit. The life we must contain to become fruitful to God, however, does not
come from our own human life. It is the Lord Jesus who must be sown into us, for He
is the unique Seed who came to be multiplied in us (John 12:24). Those born of God
through regeneration have what is of God as a seed abiding in them (1 John 3:9).
They have been regenerated with the incorruptible seed of God’s living and abiding
word (1 Pet. 1:23). Now that we as believers have received such a seed within us,
we need to learn how to provide the best means for it to grow, and this is a matter of
what kind of soil (or ground or earth) our heart provides.

Four Kinds of Hearts

In Matthew 13:3-23, the Lord likened Himself to a sower who went out sowing
seeds. The seeds He sowed landed on four different types of soil, representing four
different kinds of hearts. As we shall see, these hearts are actually related to one
another, and can be summarized as follows: the heart with traffic (v. 4, 19); the heart
with rocks (v. 5-6, 20-21); the heart with thorns (v. 7, 22); and the good heart which
bears fruit (v. 8, 23). Only the fourth and last heart gives the seed the proper growth.
We recognize that this parable shows four different kinds of hearts, but this parable
shows more than that. It is actually about the growth of Christ in the heart. How do
we know this? Because the thorns, which are from the third kind of heart, grow in the
shallow ground, which is the second kind of heart. Thorns grow on dry, shallow
places. Any soil that is rich and deep rarely has thorns. This indicates that these four
kinds of hearts can be seen as progressive and related to one another. They can also
be four possible conditions in the same heart.

The Growth of the Seed

The Four Hearts in Matthew 13
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The Definition of the Heart

First we must ask, "What is the heart?" We know that man has a body, a soul, and
a spirit. Our spirit is made up of our conscience, intuition, and fellowship. Our soul is
made up of our mind, emotion, and will. What, then, is our heart? Our heart is our soul
plus our conscience. When the conscience regulates a person's soul, then that person
has a good heart. When a person does not have a good conscience to regulate his
soul, then he has a bad heart. If we say that a certain man is evil, and has an evil heart,
what that really means is that he has an evil conscience, and out of his evil conscience
he has an evil living.

Thus, to have a good heart requires a good conscience, and a good conscience
comes from the healthy experience of the human spirit. What is it to have a healthy
experience of the spirit? The experience of our spirit begins with the intuition. When
we have a desire to be in the Lord's presence, and the Lord moves within us, this is
a matter of our intuition. In turn, this generates fellowship, and we begin to fellowship
more with the Lord. It is out of such fellowship that we experience a good con-
science. Then, when we have a good conscience, we also have a good heart. Our
conscience determines what kind of person we are. When we talk about the heart,
we should realize that in large part we are talking about the conscience. A person
who has a good heart is someone who has a good conscience operating within him.

The First Heart: The Heart with Traffic

The first heart in Matthew 13 is the heart with worldly traffic. The ground at the
wayside is hardened by too much traffic, so that the seeds are not able to penetrate.
This shows us that no matter how good our spirit is, no matter how good our con-
science is, when too much traffic goes through us the seed does not have the place
to grow properly. The growth of the seed in our heart is not just based on our desire
to love the Lord and follow Him. It is based on our ability to handle the traffic. Traffic
will always come. We should not decide to become a monk so that there is no more
traffic in our lives. There is no traffic in a monastery, but there are no seeds either. In
the church life, on the other hand, the seed is not only sown into us initially but keeps
being sown into us through the constant speaking of the truth. However, for the seed
to grow we need to properly handle the traffic in our heart. Many times when a lot of
traffic goes through us we lose our ability to let the seed grow. We let all the things
that we are doing become our priority. But we have also experienced being busy with
a lot of things, yet we are still kept in the Lord's presence. This should be our normal
experience. We should be able to let traffic go through us without being occupied and
without being so anxious. When we let things occupy us, they can become a traffic
to harden our heart. In the midst of all our activities we should tell the Lord, "Lord,
keep my heart from being caught with these things, so that Your seed can grow."
Then we will be saved from frustrations.

Our problem is that we know the Lord cares for us, but we care for ourselves
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more. This causes our heart to be like the wayside. Many things go through us, until
we are so busy that eventually there is very little chance for the Lord to grow
properly. We will always have things going through us. We will always have some
traffic, but our heart should still be at peace. We must keep ourselves restful before
the Lord. We should not get into anxiety, we should not get into excitement, and we
should not be occupied with too many activities. When we are so busy that we are
overwhelmed then we must ask the Lord for a restful heart. "Lord, don't let my heart
be crowded with so much traffic that Your seed has no place to grow." This is to deal
with our heart. When our conscience is good and we do not let the traffic affect us so
much, then our heart can become the good soil.

The Second Heart: The Heart with Rocks

The second heart is the rocky heart, which is related to the self-life. The first
heart is hardened outwardly, but the second heart is hardened because of rocks
which are hidden inwardly. A person may be pleasant and well-behaved outwardly,
but inwardly he is untouchable. It is the untouchable person whose heart is rocky. For
example, suppose a brother comes to the conclusion, "I don't need to listen to any
man. I don't need to listen to the brothers in the church. I only answer to Christ!" This
means that he is untouchable. When a person says, "I am responsible only to Christ,"
it really means, "I only love myself." Such a person has not realized that Christ is also
with His Body. Christ is too far away for us to be responsible only to Him directly. Of
course, we surely must answer to the Lord. We must abide in the Lord's anointing,
we must let the Lord lead us, and we must do everything in His presence. But at the
same time we must realize that Christ is also in and with His Body. We should not say,
"I can bypass the church. I can bypass the brothers. I am responsible only to Christ!"
Then we will get ourselves into trouble. This means that we are untouchable. Our
heart has become hard.

How does the heart become hard? It becomes hard when the self-life is of-
fended. When the self-life is offended there is no more room for the Lord to grow.
Yet the church life is always offending our self-life. The church life can be filled with
offenses. When offenses are not dealt with and become an accumulation, it means
that the heart has become rocky. We need to remember what Peter said: "How
often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" (Matt.
18:22). What does it mean for there to be "seven times"? It means that there is a
rocky heart. Perhaps a brother offended Peter, but the first time he could handle it.
His conscience was still good. But eventually after a second time, and a third time,
and a fourth time Peter was filled with frustrations. Within Peter a rocky heart was
produced. But when he went to the Lord, the Lord told him, "I do not say to you, up
to seven times, but, up to seventy times seven" (Matt. 18:23). This word must have
softened Peter's heart. Otherwise, how could the Lord still use him? We must realize
that when offenses accumulate, the heart becomes rocky. When there is a rocky
heart, the seed cannot grow.
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In the church life we must learn how to let go of our offenses. The saints will
often offend us. Those we love will offend us, and those who love us will offend us.
The ones we raise up will offend us, and the ones who raise us up will offend us. It is
impossible for no one to offend us. If no one offends us, our church life is actually just
a social life. The church life should be like a family. In a family, the husband offends
his wife, the wife offends her husband, the parents offend their children, and the
children offend their parents. But in a healthy family, there is always enough love to
dissolve the offenses. In the church life, however, when the offenses build up over a
long period of time, there may not be enough love to dissolve the offenses. This is
why we must pray, "Lord, I don't want my heart to be rocky. I need Your mercy, so
that no matter what happens, offenses do not accumulate within me."

The moment we begin to consider a brother or sister who offended us, a little
rock begins to grow in our heart. It may be small, but it still frustrates the growth of the
Lord and the growth of the truth within us. We must realize that the reason we are
offended is because we love ourselves. Not only do we love ourselves, but we insist
on our self-life. This means that we insist on our way. When we love ourselves, and
we insist on our way, then that is when the rocks begin to come in. This is why some
brothers are filled with bitterness, complaints, murmurings, and offenses. How can
this happen? It happens when we cannot forgive the offenses, when we love our
self-life, and when we insist on our way. If this is the case, then eventually nothing
can grow. Because all our love is utilized for ourselves, there is no more love to
dissolve the offenses. When all our love is focused only on ourselves, then there is no
more room for the Lord to grow within us. We must ask the Lord to keep our heart
soft, so that the seed can grow.

The Third Heart: The Heart with Thorns

In the second heart, the heart with the rocky places, it is difficult for the seed to
grow. However, it is very easy for thorns to grow. Thorns need very little dirt to grow
in. We have just seen that when we love ourselves too much we can have a rocky
heart with shallow ground. That shallow ground can then become the next kind of
heart, which is like a field filled with thorns. What are the thorns? Thorns signify a
curse, because they grew after God cursed the ground (Gen. 3:17-18). The third kind
of heart is one that is preoccupied with all kinds of curses. Then the Lord told us
specifically that the thorns signify the anxiety of this age and the deceitfulness of
riches (Matt. 13:22). This means that everything we like, and everything we pursue,
can actually become a curse to us. Thorns grow very fast, and choke whatever is
healthy. Thorns are alive, but their life is a cursed life. When thorns grow in our heart
it means that we are preoccupied with all kinds of curses.

What determines whether something is a curse or not? It is based on whether we
know how to put it aside. A car, for example, is not a curse by itself. The Lord can
provide us with a car as a blessing. But when we struggle for a car and become
preoccupied with it, then it becomes a curse. Whatever we are preoccupied with
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becomes a curse to us. We do need certain things in our human life. First we need a
family. Then we need a house. We need a car. We need a career. We need a bank
account. All of these are normal. For any human being, these are normal. We should
have these things and enjoy them. But when we are preoccupied with them, they
become a curse. For example, we don't need to fight for a house. God will provide us
with one. To live in a house is normal, because we need a place to stay. But when we
struggle for a house, then it becomes a preoccupying curse.

A person who is preoccupied cannot grow properly before the Lord. We must
realize that the Christian life is a life joined to Christ. "He who is joined to the Lord is
one spirit" (1 Cor. 6:17). Our life is a life in the spirit. The Lord leads us, strengthens
us, comforts us, and stands with us in our spirit. In our spirit, there is a restfulness,
there is a peacefulness, and there is joy. So in our spirit we should be restful before the
Lord. We do not need to be preoccupied. When we are restful in the Lord, then the
thorns will not grow, because we will not be preoccupied with anything.

Thorns have a form of life. They may even be green, which is a color of life.
They may seem quite harmless. But when the thorns grow in a field they quickly
choke whatever is growing nearby. Everything that should grow cannot grow be-
cause the thorns are there. It is significant that the thorns are often green. This should
scare us. The thorns have life. Many times brothers feel defensive when they want
something in the world. They say, "This is just the normal human life. What's wrong
with it?" What they are seeking for may be normal, but if they are preoccupied with
it, it has become thorns to them. It has become something living to choke what is good
in them. Anything which becomes a preoccupation, no matter how normal it seems,
will choke the normal process of growth.

The Anxiety of the Age and the Deceitfulness of Riches

The thorns signify two things: the anxiety of the age and the deceitfulness of
riches. The anxiety of the age refers to things which are legal and which we need to
survive. Even legal things become thorns when they preoccupy us. This is why the
Lord told us not to be anxious over such matters as food and clothing (Matt. 6:31). He
knows our needs and will take care of us. After the legal things, there is something
further. This is called the deceitfulness of riches. After we have what we need, we
often want something better. The Lord provided us a house, but we want a better
house. The Lord provided us a car, but we want a better car. We think that this is
normal, but it is actually very deceitful. These riches themselves are deceitful. They
are like thorns which are living and waiting to choke the healthy growth. Everything
that we seek after is trying to cheat us, but for some reason we think that it is normal.
"I should live in a certain kind of house. I should drive in a certain kind of car." These
are all deceitful. If the Lord provides us something, we should take it. If we have the
leading of the Lord to purchase something, we should buy it. But if we say, "That's it!
That's what I want!" then that becomes the deceitfulness of riches.

The third kind of heart, the ground with thorns, is made up of two items. First
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there is the anxiety of this age. This age makes us anxious for too many things,
including many needs which are legitimate. Everyone on this earth must handle the
necessities for their living. This produces the anxiety of the age. We should handle
this anxiety by trusting in the Lord and His provision, and by being restful concerning
all our needs. Then secondly, even after our needs are fulfilled, there is the deceitful-
ness of riches. Riches come in to deceive us. None of us can bypass this. Everyone
on this earth desires to upgrade the quality of their living. So we must learn to be
before the Lord. "I have Christ. I walk with Christ, and I enjoy the Lord's presence.
Wherever I am, and whatever I have, I am totally satisfied." Such an exercise before
the Lord will deal with all the thorns. This will cause us to have the fourth kind of
heart, the good earth.

Responding to the First Three Kinds of Hearts

Before we come to the good earth, we must remember how to respond to the
first three conditions of the heart. We should learn not to let our heart be hardened by
a lot of traffic. To keep our heart from being rocky and shallow, we should not love
ourselves, insist on our self-life, nor allow offenses to accumulate. To deal with the
thorns, which are preoccupying curses, we should be satisfied with Christ and His
provision for us. The rocks are inward, and the thorns are outward. The rocks within
us prevent the Lord from having room to grow. The thorns outside of us bring us into
anxiety or deceitfulness and choke the healthy growth. So there are three kinds of
hearts: those with traffic, those with rocks, and those with thorns. These three kinds
of hearts all apply to us. We must be before the Lord about each condition within us.

The Fourth Heart: The Good Earth

Eventually the Lord tells us that there is a fourth kind of heart, which is the good
earth. "But the one sown on the good earth, this is he who hears the word and
understands, who by all means bears fruit and produces, one a hundred-fold, and one
sixty-fold, and one thirty-fold" (Matt. 13:23). We might ask ourselves, is the fourth
kind of heart born this way? Is the good earth born the good earth? The answer is
that every human being is born with the same kind of heart in which many negative
things can grow and take place. This is true of everyone. There is no exception.
Everyone's heart by nature can become like the first three hearts. So then, whose
heart is the good earth? Even among us who love the Lord so much, do we feel that
we already have a good heart? Isn't there traffic going through us all the time, causing
our heart to become hard? While we are so desirous to love the Lord, aren't there
many rocks within us, and aren't these rocks sometimes very large? Aren't we
anxious about so many things? Not one of us can say, "Praise the Lord, with me there
is no traffic, rocks, or thorns. Within me the Lord is totally free to grow."

For example, none of us has a heart without any rocks. The only difference is
that some of us may have a lot of rocks, and some may have only a little. But when
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any of us hear a word that is not in our favor, we get offended. Every one of us is
selfish. We are always looking after our own interests and insisting on our own way.
This is why our hearts are rocky. Furthermore, everyone in this world is under the
curse. The thorns came because of God's curse after man fell. Everyone lives under
God's curse. Who can say that in his life he is out of God's curse already? That is
impossible until at least the age of the millennium. Eventually we have to admit that
now we live in an age of impossibility. Who can say that there is no traffic? Who can
say their heart has no rocks? Who can say that the outside world has no effect on
their existence? Who can say, "Praise the Lord, I have a good heart! My heart is just
the good earth!" No one can. Basically we must come to the conclusion that there is
no good earth. Not one of us has a good heart. In the end, it seems that we are all
hopeless.

Yet the Lord did say that there is a condition of the heart which He called the
good earth. The way He described it was in verse twenty-three, which we will quote
again: "But the one sown on the good earth, this is he who hears the word and
understands, who by all means bears fruit and produces, one a hundred-fold, and one
sixty-fold, and one thirty-fold." The Lord not only said that there is the good earth, but
He showed us the process it goes through. In this verse there is also the hearing of
the word and the understanding of the word. To understand here means to grasp.
First we hear the word, and then we understand it. We are able to grasp the word's
meaning. Then out of this, by all means, we will bear fruit and produce something.
The Lord used the words "by all means." What does this mean? It means to make an
effort, to pay the price.

The Good Earth: A Heart Ready to be Plowed

How does this apply to us? We need to simply tell the Lord, "Lord, I may have a
heart with traffic. I may have a rocky heart. I may have a thorny heart. But Lord, I
will pay any price so that my heart can be the good earth. Lord, I am ready. I am
willing." The good earth is a heart that is rich and moist. It is a heart that has the
readiness to bear fruit. What does this mean practically? This means that the heart is
ready to be plowed. If we want the fruit to come out of us, our heart must be ready
to be plowed. There is a verse in the Psalms, "the plowers plowed upon my back"
(Psa. 129:3). This means that when God works with us, and deals with our person,
He is actually plowing us. To plow is to take away all the frustrations which can
hinder the growth of the seed. To be plowed is to be purged of stones and thorns. God
has a way to purge us out. When we have a lot of stones in our heart, then God will
come in to plow. He will allow some environment to come. He will arrange some
situations. He will work out some experiences just to purge the rocks within us. If we
want to be the good earth, and out heart is truly ready, it means that we are telling the
Lord, "I am ready for you to plow."

It is easy for God to come in and plow when our heart is ready. He will take away
whatever the obstacles are which frustrate the growth of the seed. When we have
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too much traffic and our heart has become hard, then God will soften it. When we
have rocks within us which make our heart too shallow, then God will purge them out.
When we have thorns outside of us which are choking our growth, then God will
clear the ground. He will plow us and purge us. He will take care of our heart, and
make it the good earth.

No heart is automatically ready for the seeds to grow. We should not take this
parable in a doctrinal way. We should not think that there are four kinds of hearts, and
ask, "Which kind of heart do I have?" All of us have the first three hearts. We have
a heart of traffic, a heart of rocks, and a heart of thorns. But we may not have the
fourth heart, the good earth. So we must tell the Lord, "I know I have the first three
hearts, and Lord, I'm not the good earth. So Lord, have mercy! I give myself to You.
By all means, do whatever You want to do in me. I consecrate myself to You. You
can plow me. You can purge me. You can do whatever You must do. You can
arrange all the environments, arrange all the situations, give me all the leadings, and
do all the things within me so that my heart can be a place for You to grow." Then our
heart can become the good earth.

The good earth is not what we think. It's not that our heart just spontaneously
becomes the good earth. Every person has the characteristics of the first three
hearts, but no person naturally has the last one. No one has a good heart. A good
heart means a tender heart. Again, this comes from telling the Lord, "I give You the
freedom. By any means, I endeavor to work with You. Whatever You desire, I will
cooperate. I will not murmur. I will not exercise self-effort. I will just submit myself to
You. Lord, by all means, do something within me. I will pay any price to become
fruitful." Only this kind of person can become the good earth for the seed to grow.

Bearing Fruit to Meet the Needs of God and Man

We should also remember that when the seed grows and bears fruit, it produces
a hundred-fold, sixty-fold, or thirty-fold. These numbers are significant. To produce
thirty-fold is to meet God's need, because three is the number of God. To produce
sixty-fold is to meet man's need, because six is the number of man. And to produce
a hundred-fold is to meet both God and man's need, because ten is a number of
fullness. That is why the good earth is so valuable. When our heart is the good earth,
it will bear fruit thirty-fold to meet God's need, sixty-fold to meet man's need, and a
hundred-fold to meet God's and man's need in a full way. Eventually our existence
becomes so precious and so valuable to the Lord in His economy.

When we consider these four hearts, we must tell the Lord, "Lord, I am hopeless,
but I am also thankful. I can completely give myself to You, so that You may by all
means be able to work with me. I would like to be the good earth for the seed within
me to grow. I pray that I can become a blessing to Your economy. I pray that I can
bear fruit to meet Your need and the need of mankind." How wonderful this is! May
the Lord have mercy on us, that we would allow Him to make our heart into the good
earth.”           - Titus Chu
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Introduction to the Index

I have had the benefit of working with material of the type contained in
these issues in a way few have, and realize others normally do not have the
privilege to have gained what I have by that exercise. I, of course, have it
laid upon me as a responsibility of sorts, and therefore often initially ap-
proach the words spoken much like anyone else—in ignorance of what the
mass of words really contain. Because of my commitment, however, I end
up becoming engaged with what was ministered, regardless how I initially
viewed the enterprise. This has been my blessing. The reader hopefully ben-
efits from some of this labor, but even though it may be more approach-
able in its edited form, I am concerned that it is still not appropriately taken
advantage of.

I considered giving my own testimonies of what I came to appreciate
from each conference or series of messages I have labored upon. Would
that incite something? (For instance, when laboring over what Titus shared
on the ministry of the apostle John, I came to realize the situation John faced
at the end of the age of the apostles really matched ours, and that Peter
faced a challenge I had not before appreciated. I came to understand when
working on the conference regarding the church in Antioch how the example
of their church life opens a great door for us today. When editing messages
on Moses, I came to appreciate how God will use a man who, in his own
eyes,  is “all washed up.” There is much more, of course. I have been helped
to see things in the Word I doubt I could have realized on my own.) I began
to make a list, but then held up for lack of peace.

Please consider the following index as a long menu of various dishes that
have been presented over the past years in this publication. Remarkably,
articles from all issues of the Fellowship Journal are available online at
www.clevelandonline.org (with the current exception of the experimental
Volume 4, Number 12). Many recent issues are also now available in a
more readable facsimile format at www.ministrymessages.org. Thankfully,
issues at both websites lack many of the errors found in what was originally
produced, particularly after I became responsible for getting issues to the
printer. For this, I am grateful.              - John Berglund
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INDEX TO PREVIOUS ISSUES OF THE FELLOWSHIP JOURNAL

[Articles from previous Issues are available for viewing online at clevelandonline.org.
Beginning with Volume 5, issues are also available in .pdf format at ministrymessages.org.
Announcements printed in the Fellowship Journal concerning new books, upcoming
conferences, websites, etc., are not included in this index, although that which is of
informational value concerning past events is listed (such as pictures from conferences, etc.,
placed on the inside of issue covers, although such are only to be found in printed copies).
Pictures considered part of an article are not referenced separately. Articles are listed by title
and order of appearance in the printed journal. If no authorship is given, none was named.]

Volume 1, Number 1 (September 2002) 52 pp.
Preface
The Quest for Peace (Titus Chu)
Born Again: Message One: What Does It Mean to be Born Again? (Titus Chu)
The Four Hearts in Matthew 13 (Titus Chu)
How to Know the Lord’s Leading (Titus Chu)
The Experience in Philippians: Message One: The Joy of Following Christ in Purity
(Titus Chu)
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: The Experience of Christ
Exegetical and Lexical Word Studies: From House to House (James D. Reetzke)
[affixed to this issue was an audio CD containing message excerpts from which were
derived some of the issue’s contents]

Volume 1, Number 2 (October 2002) 32 pp.
Preface
Church Fellowship
Born Again: Message Two: We Have Received a New Life (Titus Chu)
Knowing the Divine Life (Titus Chu)
Watchman Nee on Studying the Bible
How to Study the Bible (Titus Chu)
The Experience in Philippians: Message Two: Enjoying Grace and Peace in the Realm
of the Gospel [Philippians 1:1-5] (Titus Chu)
A Picture of Fellowship in 2 Corinthians
From Witness Lee: The Genuine Oneness
Word Study: One, Oneness, and One Accord (James D. Reetzke)
Church News: A New Hall in Chicago

Volume 1, Number 3 (November 2002) 32 pp.
Preface
Church News and Fellowship
Born Again: Message Three: We Have Received a New Life! (Titus Chu)
The Will of God: Message One: Revealing the Eternal Desire of God’s Heart (Titus Chu)
Enjoying the Hymns (Titus Chu)
The Experience in Philippians: Message Three: The Realm of the Gospel
[Philippians 1:3-6] (Titus Chu)
Related Word Studies in Philippians (Titus Chu)
Watchman Nee on Being a Good Listener
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: The Governing and Controlling Vision in the Bible
Word Study: The Old Man, the New Man (James Reetzke)
Church News: A Visit to South America (on inside back cover)
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Volume 1, Number 4 (December 2002) 48 pp.
Preface
Church News and Fellowship
Where It All Began: God Intended to be Man’s Source, Life, Enjoyment, and Everything
(Titus Chu)
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: The First God-man’s Living—A Man of Prayer
Born Again: Message Four: We Have Received a New Position (Titus Chu)
From the Ministry of Watchman Nee: Cooperating with God in Prayer
Our Experience of Acacia Wood—The Strong and Proper Humanity (Titus Chu)
The Experience in Philippians: Message Four: The Secret of Enjoying Grace in the
Organic Body of Christ [Philippians 1:7] (Titus Chu)
James M’Kendrick quote
Word Study: The Twofoldness of Christ’s Sufferings (James Reetzke)
A Hymn by A. B. Simpson: Only Christ I’ll Sing
A Biographical Sketch of A. B. Simpson (Marty Robert)
[embedded in the previous is the box “The Quotable Simpson”]

Volume 2, Number 1 (January 2003) 32 pp.
Preface
Church News and Fellowship
Born Again: Message Five: Our Wonderful New Position (Titus Chu)
Practicing to Live with the Present Christ: Necessary Exercises to Obtain the Presence
of the Present Christ Privately (Titus Chu)
The Experience in Philippians: Message Five: Treasuring Our Spiritual Riches
[Philippians 1:7} (Titus Chu)
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: Laying Hold on That Which is Really Life
Word Study: God’s Inheritance (James Reetzke)
“God in Heaven Hath a Treasure” [hymn]
One Accord—Exclusive or Inclusive? One Accord Comes from Receiving One Another
(Nigel Tomes)
From the Ministry of Watchman Nee: Faithful in Money Matters
A Hymn by Anna Laetitia Waring “Go Not Far from Me”
Church News and Fellowship: A Visit to Indonesia

Volume 2, Number 2 (February 2003) 32 pp.
Preface
Campus Testimonies
Born Again: Message Six: What We Have Become in Christ (Titus Chu)
A Religious Living Versus Spiritual Reality: We Should Consider Whether Our Living Is
Religious or With Reality (Titus Chu)
The Experience in Philippians: Message Six: Knowing and Echoing Our Spiritual
Possessions [Philippians 1:7] (Titus Chu)
A Poem by M. E. Barber: “Buried”
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: Living a Practical Spiritual Life
Word Study: The Renewing of the Mind (James Reetzke)
From the Ministry of Watchman Nee: Reality and Conduct
Church News and Fellowship
A Poem by M. E. Barber: Cherith



FELLOWSHIP JOURNAL2 8

Volume 2, Number 3 (March 2003) 32 pp.
Preface
Testimonies & Letters
One Savior, Two Ministries, and Two Blessings: Our Savior Saves Us in Two Ways,
Resulting in Two Kinds of Blessings (Titus Chu)
Born Again: Message Seven: We Have Received the Necessity of a New Living (1)
(Titus Chu)
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: Recovering Our First Love
Practicing to Live with a Present Christ by Coming to the Word (Titus Chu)
The Experience in Philippians: Message Seven: Caring for People in the Inward Parts
of Christ Jesus [Philippians 1:8] (Titus Chu)
Word Study: The Economy of God (1) (James Reetzke)
Something to Consider: “Hear Him!” (Nigel Tomes)
Church News and Fellowship

Volume 2, Number 4 (April 2003) 48 pp.
Photographs from a Visit to Taiwan (inside front cover)
Preface
Church News and Fellowship: Blending in Taiwan
[box: A Note from Holland]
Born Again: Message Eight: We Have Received the Necessity of a New Living (2)
(Titus Chu)
The Experience in Philippians: Message Eight: Loving People in Full Knowledge and
All Discernment [Philippians 1:9] (Titus Chu)
Treasuring Our Human Virtues for the Church Life: Our Spiritual Labor Requires a High
and Fine Humanity, Full of Human Virtues (Titus Chu)
Word Study: The Economy of God (2) (James Reetzke)
Courage for Christ: The Life of C. T. Studd (Nigel Tomes)
The Cambridge Seven (“N. T.”)
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Preface
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Born Again: Message Nine: We Have Received the Necessity of a New Living (3) (Titus Chu)
How Much Can We Do For Our Savior? (excerpt of A. B. Simpson hymn)
The Body: Universal and Local, A Twofold Truth “Two Seemingly Opposed Principles
Are Found  Placed Side by Side in the Scripture” (Nigel Tomes)
The Experience in Philippians: Message Nine: Approving by Testing and Being
Approved by God [Philippians 1:10] (Titus Chu)
Obtaining the Present Christ with His Presence Corporately: Being in the Meetings to
Obtain the Lord’s Presence (Titus Chu)
Organic Oneness: Our Life Relationship in the Body Can Never Be Replaced by
Anything Artificial (Dave Shields)
Word Study: Union and Joining (James Reetzke)
Church News & Fellowship: A Visit to Uganda
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Volume 2, Number 6 (June 2003) 32 pp.
Church News & Fellowship: The Church Life in Toronto
Journeying to a Distant Country: The Helpless Wanderer Is Awakened to Rise Up and
Return to the Father (Titus Chu)
Poem: The King is Coming Soon (M. E. Barber)
The Flowing of the Divine River: One of the Most Wonderful Pictures in the Bible is That
of a Flowing River (Ian Best)
The Experience in Philippians: Message Ten: Becoming Pure by the Shining Ray of the
Lord’s Light [Philippians 1:10] (Titus Chu)
Word Study: Glory (James Reetzke)
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the New Creations (Nigel Tomes)
A Poem: Faith in Christ Will Save Me (Robert Lowry)
A Biblical Perspective for Today: By Whose Stripes? (Marty Robert)
From the Ministry of Watchman Nee: The Book

Volume 2, Number 7 (July 2003) 32 pp.
Church News & Fellowship: The Church Life in Detroit
A Poem by M. E. Barber: Rapture
Two Manners of Life: Message One: Introduction to the Two Manners of Life (Titus Chu)
The Flowing of the Divine River: This Flow Brings New Life, Nourishment, and Maturity
(Rex Beck)
Fellowship Concerning Uganda
A Biblical Perspective for Today: Treasuring Time: Life at Best Is Very Brief—Like the
Falling of a Leaf (Marty Robert)
Witness Lee on Redeeming the Time
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: The Backbone of All Spiritual Service and Exercise Is
a Proper Humanity—The Humanity of Jesus (Titus Chu)
Word Study: Glory: Part Two: In the New Testament (James Reetzke)
A Poem: Christ in Us, the Hope of Glory
A Father’s Influence: How John G. Paton’s Life Was Shaped by His Father (Nigel Tomes)
Watchman Nee on Being a Parent
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Volume 2, Number 8 (August 2003) “Special Issue: The Work of the Spirit in
Uganda” 48 pp.
Scenes from the Work in Uganda (inside front cover)
Going Forth to Uganda: Saints Want to Enter into the Deeper Christian Life with the
Healthy Practice of the Church (John Myer)
Now the Lord Our Souls Has Fed (a hymn)
What We Have Been Given and How We Should Operate: God Has Given Us Much for
Our Growth, Perfecting, and Function in the Church Life (Titus Chu)
Why Would They Leave? Considering the Forerunners of Modern Missionaries: The
Moravian Brethren (Marty Robert)
The Road to Uganda Paved with Blood: “The Blood of the Martyrs Is the Seed of the
Church” (Nigel Tomes)
Notable Facts on Uganda
Was It in Vain? Be Steadfast... Knowing that Your Labor Is Not in Vain in the Lord (1
Cor. 15:58) (Nigel Tomes)
The Work in Uganda Financial Report
A Call for Uganda: The Question was, “Would You Go to Africa?” (Tim Knoppe)
We Cannot Say Him Nay: All the Reasons for Not Going Were Not Rational in His
Presence (Steve Lietzau)
Speaking from a Great Cloud of Witnesses (John G. Paton)
Why Uganda? Why Now? (Keith Miller)
Teaching in China (Joe Pope)
The College Work: Gospel Odyssey 2003 (Rex Beck and testimonies)
[embedded box: Report from the College Training (Rex Beck)]
Scenes from the Gospel Odyssey 2003 (inside back cover)

Volume 2, Number 9 (September 2003) 32 pp.
Inside This Issue [a picture of “Gospel Tour of the To-Sheng Ensemble” and “Mountain
Top Weekend for the Young People”] (inside front cover)
Church News & Fellowship: The Gospel Tour of the To-Sheng Ensemble
Two Manners of Life: Message Two: The Struggle Between the Two Lines of Mankind
(Titus Chu)
Word Study: In Christ and Baptized Into Christ (James Reetzke)
Living Portraits: A Prayer Answered: God Answers the Saints’ Prayers for the Spread of
the Gospel in Detroit in an Unexpected Way (Nigel Tomes)
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Two: The Pattern of Our Brother Paul in
the Book of Romans (Titus Chu)
Uganda Update/Financial Report
Our Understanding: The Lord’s Recovery (David Shields)
The Days May Yet Grow Darker [poem] (M. E. Barber)
The Pilgrim Path Today: Journeying Through Vanity Fair: [John 17:15 quoted] (Marty Robert)
Church News & Fellowship: Mountain Top Weekend (Rex Beck)
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Volume 2, Number 10 (October 2003) 32 pp.
Uganda Update: Why the Lord Has Led Us to Uganda (Tim Knoppe & Steve Lietzau)
(inside front cover)
Church News & Fellowship: Training in Eastern Canada
Living Portraits: A Teacher’s Influence: A Little-Known Man Was Behind the “Man Who
Moved the World” (Nigel Tomes)
Waiting (poem by M. E. Barber)
Two Manners of Life: Message Three: Cain and His Descendants (Titus Chu)
Word Study: Mingling (James Reetzke)
The Path (poem by M. E. Barber)
Work in Uganda Financial Report from February 2003 to August 2003
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Three: The Apostle Paul’s Uplifted
Humanity with Divinity in First Corinthians (Titus Chu)
The Pilgrim Path Today: Turn Away Talkative: [2 Timothy 3:5 quoted] (Marty Robert)
Church News & Fellowship: Home Meetings in Akron
Jesus as the Cherishing Son of Man (Witness Lee)

Volume 2, Number 11 (November 2003) 32 pp.
The Church Life in Indiana [pictures] (inside front cover)
Church News & Fellowship: The Church Life in Indiana
The Pilgrim Path Today: A Refreshing Refuge: Caring Homes Are Used by the Lord to
Sustain Weary Pilgrims (Marty Robert)
Two Livings of Mankind: Message Four: A New Beginning and the Counting of Years
(Titus Chu)
Work in Uganda Financial Report February to September 2003
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Four: The Struggling of Our Serving Life
(Titus Chu)
Word Study: Incorporation (James Reetzke)
Hymn Writers & Stories: The Liberator of the English Hymn (Del Martin)
Behold the Glories of the Lamb (hymn by Isaac Watts)

Volume 2, Number 12 (December 2003) “Journeying Through the Stages of Life” 48 pp.
Open House in Chicago [pictures] (inside front cover)
Church News & Fellowship: Open House in Chicago (“DAC”)
Church News & Fellowship: At Home and Abroad
The Two Lines on the Earth: Previously Entitled “The Two Livings of Mankind”: Message
Five: Journeying Through the Stages of Life (Titus Chu)
Hymn Writers & Stories: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross: Appreciating the Lord’s
Sacrifice Leads Us to Consecration (Del Martin)
The Impact of the Printing Press: Few Inventions Have Been More Useful in the Lord’s Work
(James Reetzke)
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Five: The Struggling of Our Serving Life (2)
(Titus Chu)
Our Heritage of Truth: Local Churches as Golden Lampstands (Doug Schulz)
Living Portraits: Robert C. Chapman (1803–1902): Eighty Years of Living Christ
(Nigel Tomes)
Quotes by Robert Chapman
The Uganda Chronicles (Tim and Donna Knoppe, Steve and Barbara Lietzau)/
Financial Report
[pictures of Paul Neider and John Myer with saints in Uganda on back cover]
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Volume 3, Number 1 (January 2004) 32 pp.
Church News & Fellowship: A New Beginning in Chicago
The Two Lines on the Earth: Message Six: The Need for Experiential Truth (Titus Chu)
Hymn Writers & Stories: Daniel Webster Whittle (1840–1901): The One-Armed
Preacher, Evangelist, and Song Writer (Del Martin)
From the Writings of Watchman Nee: Drifting? [Hebrews 2:1, 3 quoted]
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Six: Serving Those in the Self-Life (Titus Chu)
[embedded box: “Definition of the Old Man and Related Terms”]
Living Portraits: Andrew Murray’s Encounter with the Spirit: When the Spirit Came
(Nigel Tomes)
Word Study: Deification and the Church Fathers: Part One: Irenaeus (James Reetzke)
Poem by M. E. Barber: The End Crowns All
The Uganda Chronicles: Portions from the Serving Sisters

Volume 3, Number 2 (February 2004) “Ignite” 32 pp.
Ignite 2004 (pictures, inside front cover)
Church News & Fellowship: Ignite 2004
The Uganda Chronicles: A Forming Church Life (Tim Knoppe)
The Two Lines on the Earth: Message Seven: The Slow Process of Learning on the
Line of Life (Titus Chu)
Hymn by Charles Wesley: Jesus, Lover of My Soul
Rescuing Our Friends: Cooperating with the Good Samaritan (Doug Schulz)
Word Study: Deification and the Church Fathers: Part Two: Irenaeus on Deification
(James Reetzke)
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Seven: Serving as a Fellow Worker,
Master Builder, and Steward (Titus Chu) [embedded charts]
Living Portraits: The Fruit of the Swiss Awakening: The “Church in Bourg-de-Four” (1817)
(Nigel Tomes)
Hymn Writers & Stories: Charles Wesley (1707–1788): Saved by a Song (Del Martin)
Church News & Fellowship: Ignite 2004 from an Elder’s Perspective (Carl Boebel)
[pictures from Ignite on inside back cover]

Volume 3, Number 3 (March 2004) 32 pp.
Church News & Fellowship: The Young People (Rex Beck)
Treasures New & Old: The Heavenly Supply (A. B. Simpson/C. A. Coates)
The Two Lines on the Earth: Message Eight: Days of Spiritual Learning (Titus Chu)
Hymnwriters & Stories: George Matheson (1842–1906): A Dayspring from on High
(Del Martin)
Living Portraits: Robert A. Jaffray (1873–1945): Preaching the Gospel to Bring Back the King
(Nigel Tomes)
Break Thou the Bread of Life (poem by Mary Ann Lathbury)
Word Study: Deification and the Church Fathers: Part Three: Irenaeus on Deification
(James Reetzke)
Two Lines on the Earth: Message Nine: Walking with God (Titus Chu)
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Eight: Serving a Problem-Filled Church
(Titus Chu) [embedded chart]
A Promise and a Reward [note to Revelation 2:7] (Witness Lee)
This is My Story: The Testimony of Mark Jordan: All the Way My Savior Leads Me
(Mark Jordan)
The Uganda Chronicles: A Genuine Local Church (John Myer)
Church News & Fellowship: Correspondence Courses Over the Internet
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Volume 3, Number 4 (April 2004) 48 pp.
Church News & Fellowship: The Toledo Conference
The Healthy Constitution of a Blessed Church: Experiences in the Epistle of Paul to
Philemon (Titus Chu)
If the Path I Travel (poem by M. E. Barber)
The Great Commission: What the Resurrected Christ Commanded His Disciples
(Doug Schulz)
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Nine: Dealing with Problems in the Church Life
(Titus Chu)
Frances Ridley Havergal (1836–1879): Take My Life and Let It Be (Del Martin)
Word Study: Deification and the Church Father: Part Four: Athanasius on Deification
(James Reetzke)
The Uganda Chronicles: An Update from Tim Knoppe [embedded: A Note from John Myer]
George Muller (1805–1898): A Man Who Dared to Act on God’s Word (Dave Shields)
Treasures New & Old: Soul-Nourishment First (George Muller)

Volume 3, Number 5 (May 2004) 32 pp.
Pictures from the Recent Trip to Taiwan (inside front cover)
Church News & Fellowship: An Enlarging Time in Taiwan
A Word for Young People: Being Real with Our Friends (Mike Samulak)
Serving in Humanity with Divinity: Being Properly Related to God and the Saints (Titus Chu)
Hymnwriters & Stories: William Cowper 1731–1800: There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood
(Del Martin)
Word Study: Deification and the Church Fathers: Part Five: Athanasius on Deification
(James Reetzke)
Update on the Uganda Account: April 30, 2004
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message 11: A Healthy Relationship Between
a Local Church and a Servant of the Lord (Titus Chu)
Living Portraits: D. L. Moody (1837–1899): Make Your Talent Count: The Example of
D. L. Moody (Nigel Tomes)
From the Ministry of Watchman Nee: Ministering to the House or to God?
The Uganda Chronicles (Edna K.)

Volume 3, Number 6 (June 2004) 32 pp.
Welcome the saints from the Great Lakes Churches (pictures, inside front cover)
Church News & Fellowship: Infused and Inspired in Taiwan
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Eleven: Living A Life with Body-
Consciousness (Titus Chu)
Word Study: The Life of God [Eph. 4:18, Greek]: Part One (James Reetzke)
Hymnwriters & Stories: Charlotte Elliott (1789–1871): Just As I Am (Del Martin)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Twelve: Living According to a Divine
Commitment (Titus Chu)
Treasures New & Old: Life in the Writings of Witness Lee
Living Portraits: Impressions from China (Robert Tseng, Chicago)
Church News & Fellowship: An Encouraging Word from Halifax (Ian Brinksman)
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Volume 3, Number 7 (July 2004) 32 pp.
Question & Answer: How to Know the Lord’s Leading (Titus Chu)
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Twelve: Exercising the Gifts in a Local Church
(Titus Chu)
Hymnwriters & Stories: Joseph Scriven (1819–1886): What a Friend We Have in Jesus
(Del Martin)
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: God’s Intention Regarding the Earth
From the Ministry of Watchman Nee: God’s Need for the Prayer of the Church
Word Study: The Life of God [Eph. 4:18, Greek]: Part Two (James Reetzke)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Thirteen: The Assurance of Further
Salvation (Titus Chu)
Living Portraits: Complementary Companions (Nigel Tomes)
The Uganda Chronicles: Opening a Life and Truth Learning Center (Tim Knoppe)
A Late Awakening (J. A. Harris)
The Gospel: The Bible as a Shepherding Tool (John Myer)
Treasures New & Old: Watch Therefore (Sarah Foulkes Moore)

Volume 3, Number 8 (August 2004) 48 pp.
Baptisms during the Mountain Top Weekend (pictures, inside front cover)
Church News & Fellowship: Aspiring to the Higher at Mountain Top (Vern Yoder, Chicago)
Church News & Fellowship: Testimonies from the Mountain Top Weekend
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Thirteen: A Most Excellent Way: [1
Corinthians 12:31] (Titus Chu)
Hymnwriters & Stories: Reginald Heber (1783–1826): The Son of God Goes Forth to War
(Del Martin)
Word Study: The Human Spirit: Part One (James Reetzke)
The Message of David Morrieson Panton (1870–1955): Responsibility and Accountability
(Doug Schulz)
[box embedded: A Note From M. E. Barber]
[pictures of Mountain Top, inside back cover]

Volume 3, Number 9 (September 2004) 32 pp.
Summer 2004 College Training in Montreal, Canada (pictures, inside front cover)
Church News & Fellowship: College Training in Montreal (Rex Beck and testimonies)
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Fourteen: The Pattern of a Spiritual Man
with Convictions (Titus Chu)
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: Prevailing Love for Fruit-Bearing
Living Portraits: Donald Fraser (1870–1933): Incarnating the Gospel (Nigel Tomes)
From the Ministry of Watchman Nee: Praying for Others to Be Saved
Word Study: The Human Spirit: Part Two: The Soulish and the Spiritual Man
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Fourteen: Expectation and Hope to
Magnify Christ [Philippians 1:20] (Titus Chu)
The Uganda Chronicles: Building Up the Church (Tim Knoppe and Steve Lietzau)
A Letter of Appreciation (J.L., Minneapolis, MN)
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Volume 3, Number 10 (October 2004) 32 pp.
Family Night at the Chicago Meeting Hall (pictures, inside front cover)
Church News & Fellowship: Labor Day Weekend Conference in Cleveland
Church News & Fellowship: Family Nights in Chicago
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Fifteen: The Sufficient Ministry of the Spirit
(Titus Chu)
Living Portraits: Evan Roberts and the Revival in Wales (1904–1906): The Greatest
Revival in Church History (Nigel Tomes)
Word Study: Christ Prophesied in the Old Testament: Part One: The Divinity of Christ
(James Reetzke)
Abbreviations
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: Believers as the Light of the World
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Fifteen: A Conduct Worthy of the Gospel of
Christ: [Philippians 1:27A] (Titus Chu)
The Uganda Chronicles: A Recent Visit (John Myer)
Hymnwriters & Stories: Sister Eva of Friedenshort (1866–1930): Where Is the One
Communion Pure? (Del Martin)
Bible Basics for Today: Building on a Firm Foundation: [Matthew 7:24] (Marty Robert)
Question & Answer: Keeping Our First Love (Titus Chu)

Volume 3, Number 11 (November 2004) 32 pp.
Recent Conferences of the Churches in the Great Lakes Area [Toronto, Montreal, Goshen]
(inside front cover)
Church News & Fellowship: Toronto Conference: The Doorway of the Word (Roy Hudgins)
Church News & Fellowship: Montreal Conference: The Overcomers (Joseph Wang)
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Sixteen: Laboring as a New Covenant Minister:
[2 Corinthians 4: 1,5] (Titus Chu)
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: Rain Comes When Man Tills
Bible Basics for Today: Don’t Be Defrauded of Your Prize (Steve LeVon)
Living Portraits: Dynamic Encounters with God’s Word (Nigel Tomes)
Hymnwriters & Stories: Elizabeth Cecelia Clephane (1830–1869): “The Sunbeam”
(Del Martin)
Word Study: Christ Prophesied in the Old Testament: Part Two: His Divine Attributes
(James Reetzke)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Sixteen: Encouragement, Consolation,
Fellowship, Tenderheartedness, and Compassions: [Philippians 2:1] (Titus Chu)
From the Ministry of Watchman Nee: Calling on God in Danger
The Way of Life: Receiving the Word by Means of All Prayer: [Ephesians 6:17-18A] (Ray
Graver, Lord Thou Saidst)
The Uganda Chronicles: Correspondence from Kampala
Church News & Fellowship: Goshen Conference: The Living and Operative Word
(Mark Jordan)
Question & Answer: Companionship (Titus Chu)
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Volume 3, Number 12 (December 2004) 48 pp.
College Students Around the Lakes (pictures, inside front cover)
Church News & Fellowship: Chinese-Speaking Conference in Chicago (David Shih)
Church News & Fellowship: Conference in Brooklyn Park, Minnesota (Peter Gunderson)
Church News & Fellowship: On the Campuses in the Great Lakes Area (various)
To Serve in Humanity with Divinity: Message Seventeen: The Ministry of Reconciliation: [2
Corinthians 5:19-20A] (Titus Chu)
Word Study: Christ Prophesied in the Old Testament: Part Two: The Humanity of Christ
(James Reetzke)
Abbreviations Used in This Article
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Seventeen: Thinking the One Thing:
[Philippians 2:2] (Titus Chu)
Living Portraits: William Carey (1761–1834): A Selfless Laborer (Del Martin)
The Uganda Chronicles: A Progressing Labor (Tim Knoppe)

Volume 4, Number 1 (January 2005) 32 pp.
Serving the Church of the Living God as the Organic Body of Christ: Message One: The
Local Churches as the Manifestation of the Body of Christ (Titus Chu)
Word Study: Christ Prophesied in the Old Testament: Part Two: The Humanity of Christ
(Continued) (James Reetzke)
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: Learning to Trust in the Lord
“Ask in Faith” (poem by M. E. Barber)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Eighteen: Having the Mind of Christ for the
Church Life: [Philippians 2:5-6] (Titus Chu)
Living Portraits: Dick and Mary Coleman: Pioneers for Christ and the Church: [Luke 18:28]
From the Ministry of Watchman Nee: A Heart Captured by the Lord

Volume 4, Number 2 (February 2005) Youth Edition 32 pp.
Ignite: forget the religion start the relationship: 2005 (pictures, inside front cover)
Preface (Rex Beck and Mike Samulak)
Testimonies and Fellowship: Starting the Relationship at Ignite 2005 (Guy Uechi)
Testimonies from the Ignite Weekend
[embedded: Go Light Your World (Watchman Nee)]
Words for This Generation: Passing the Baton (Rex Beck)
Words for this Generation: Our Present and Future with Christ (Ian Brinksman)
Words for this Generation: God Moves in Young Generations (Nathan Gorenflo)
Hot Topics: The Gospel to Muslims: a letter from the front lines of the gospel battle
(Jourdan Schermerhorn)
Hot Topics: Issues Facing Young People: Homosexuality (Jonna Neider and Mike
Samulak, Anita Jeras and Joanna Mann contributing)
Q & A (Titus Chu)
Walking With Me: Testimonies of a Daily Life with Christ
Letter to the Parents (Rex Beck, Ian Brinksman, Mike Samulak, Guy Uechi)
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Volume 4, Number 3 (March 2005) “Taking the Lead and Operating in the Divine Mystical
Realm” 32 pp.
Preface
Message One: Treasure the Blessings We Have and Lay Hold on the Common Faith (1)
(Titus Chu)
Message Two: Treasure the Blessings We Have and Lay Hold on the Common Faith (2)
(Titus Chu)
Message Three: Treasure the Blessings We Have and Lay Hold on the Common Faith (3)
(Titus Chu)
Message Four: Treasure the Lord’s Testimony (Titus Chu)
Excerpts of Testimonies Given During the Conference (various)

Volume 4, Number 4 (April 2005) 48 pp.
James Hudson Taylor (pictures, inside front cover)
Question and Answer: The Proper Stand of a Local Church (Titus Chu)
Word Study: Christ Prophesied in the Old Testament: Part Two: The Humanity of Christ
(Continued) (James Reetzke)
“The Breath of Prayer” (poem by M. E. Barber)
Contending Without Being Contentious: Considering Our Practice in the Church Life
(Marty Robert)
The Church: Inclusively Universal and Intensely Local: Two Indispensable Aspects of the
Church (Jonathan P’ng)
How Good and How Pleasant: [Psalm 133:1] (John Berglund)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Nineteen: Having the Mind of Christ for the
Church Life (Part Two) (Titus Chu)
Living Portraits: James Hudson Taylor (1832–1905): For Christ, for China (Nigel Tomes)

Volume 4, Number 5 (May 2005) 32 pp.
Letter from the Editor (John Berglund)
The Ministers of the New Testament Ministry (1): “I Planted, Apollos Watered” (Frank Lin)
From the Ministry the Church Life  of Witness Lee
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: [Philippians 2:9-11] (Titus Chu)
The Spring Conference in Chicago: The Living and Exercise of God-Men for the
Accomplishing of the Goal of God’s Economy to Gain His Testimony in the Church:
Messages One, Two and Three (Titus Chu)
From the Ministry of Watchman Nee [Acts 13:2]
“And They Went Forth”: A Gospel Journey (Daniel Kim)
A Postscript... (Dan Boone)
In Memory of Carl Boebel: August 18, 1931–March 15, 2005
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Volume 4, Number 6 (June 2005) 32 pp.
An Update on the Church Life in Kampala, Uganda (pictures, inside front cover)
Church News & Fellowship: An Update on the Church Life in Kampala, Uganda
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Twenty-One: Doing All Things as God’s
Luminaries (Titus Chu)
From the Ministry of Watchman Nee: Loving the Brothers
The Ministers of the New Testament Ministry: Message Two: Fulfilling Your Ministry
(Frank Lin)
Word Study: Christ Prophesied in the Old Testament: Part Two: The Humanity of Christ
(Continued) (James Reetzke)
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: The Indispensability of Loving the Lord
Seven Factors of Oneness: Not Adding to the Factors of the Church’s Oneness
(Nigel Tomes)
The Spirit of the Gospel: What Love Can Do: One Man Sacrificed So That Another Could Be
Saved: [John 3:16] (Norm Minahan) [embedded box, poem by Charles C. Luther]
Church News & Fellowship: Enjoying Christ in the Hymns (Del Martin)

Volume 4, Number 7 (July 2005) 32 pp.
Letter from the Editor (John Berglund)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Twenty-Two: Doing All Things as
God’s Luminaries (2) (Titus Chu)
The Ministers of the New Testament Ministry (3): God Speaking in Many Portions and in
Many Ways (Frank Lin)
From the Ministry of Witness Lee [Ephesians 4:13]
The Gospel Odyssey and Beyond! (Guy Uechi and Sam Neider)
From the Ministry of Watchman Nee
Elijah and Elisha: An Excerpt [of book by Titus Chu]

Volume 4, Number 8 (August 2005) 48 pp.
Learning to Be a Brother: Fellowship for Serving Ones (Titus Chu)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Twenty-Two [sic]: Being Poured Out as a
Drink Offering (Titus Chu)
Hymnwriters and Stories: Charles Carroll Luther (Del Martin)
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: Becoming Vital
Word Study: Christ Prophesied in the Old Testament: Part Two: The Humanity of Christ
(Continued) (James Reetzke)
Help for the Christian Life and Church Life: Questions and Answers (Titus Chu)
From the Ministry of Watchman Nee: The Importance of the Homes
An Excerpt from a New Book: Elijah and Elisha: The Experiences of Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho,
and the Jordan (Titus Chu)
Living Portraits: Shaped by Vision: A Brief Sketch of the Life and Work of T. Austin-Sparks
(Rex Beck)
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Volume 4, Number 9 (September 2005) Youth Edition 32 pp.
(pictures, inside front cover)
The Summer Package (Rex Beck, Mike Samulak)
Mountain Top 2005 (Sam Neider)
“Multiply Your love through us” (song lyrics)
Mountain Top Testimonies
Music Camp (Del Martin)
Young Working Saints and College-Age Training (Guy Uechi)
College Training Testimonies
Gospel Odyssey (Rex Beck, Guy Uechi)
Gospel Odyssey Testimonies
Lessons on Serving from the Life of David (Titus Chu)
Ignite 2005/Mountain Top 2005/Gospel Odyssey 2005/Pioneering new churches in 2005

Volume 4, Number 10 (October 2005) 32 pp.
Message Abstracts: The Labor Day Conference in Cleveland: Our Divine Commitment
According to God’s Eternal Purpose (Titus Chu)
The Lord’s Recovery and the Ministry
From the Ministry of Witness Lee: Six Tests of a Genuine Local Church
Sister Eva Friedenshort stanza
Looking to the Future: New Churches and the Young People; Ashland Woods
Fellowship Center (Titus Chu)

Volume 4, Number 11 (November 2005) 32 pp.
A Commentary (John Berglund)
The Church Life in the North Hills
The Ministers of the New Testament Ministry (4): “...Receive One Another as Christ Also
Received You...” (Romans 15:7) (Frank Lin)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Twenty-Three [sic]: Approvedness (1)
(Titus Chu)
No Particular Teaching in the Lord’s Recovery (Witness Lee)
The Bible: Our Only Standard (Nigel Tomes)
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TAG “Who Touched Me?” Luke 8:45 [Volume 4, Number 12 (December 2005) 32 pp.]
TAG preface (inside front cover)
TAG: Talk about God!
Why a toaster?...
Psalm 19:1-3
Spiritual Anatomy 101
God’s Salvation is a Limited Time Offer
Is God Real...or What?
How Many of Your Class Will Be With Jesus in 2095?
reaching OUT
I Found Reality in a NAME (“J.B.”)
Coming Soon: The Handkind Chronicles
“...How Great Is the Sum of Them...” (Psalm 139:17)
Face-time Comix: The Chase is on! (part two)
Jesus...is a girl’s best friend
“Dog-Tags”
Accepting the Lord’s Arrangement/Following the Lord’s Leading: Dare to Compare
Touchy Topic: Ground Rule #1: Respecting and Honoring God’s Authority
A Deeper Lesson, But a Vital One
Here’s a Thought: Today’s Child, Tomorrow’s Parent!: A Blog Post
Lord, You know my inward yearnings (Joy’s Song)
[2 Timothy 2:22]
To Follow Jesus or Not to Follow Jesus...that is the Question
So this is the final page
(inside back cover: verses)
(on back cover: poem “On Life’s Spiritual Journey”)

BEGINNING ISSUANCE EVERY OTHER MONTH

Volume 5, Number 1 (January 2006) 48 pp.
Editor’s Preface (John Berglund)
The Chinese-Speaking Thanksgiving Conference (Simon Song)
Conference in Goshen (“D.S”)
Psalms Training: Psalm Twenty-Three (Titus Chu)
On “The Ministry of the Age” and “The Minister of the Age”: What Did Watchman Nee Teach?
(Nigel Tomes)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Twenty-Four [sic]: Approvedness (2)
(Titus Chu)
What a Prophet Must See (Titus Chu)
Honesty in History: Against Historical Revisionism (Nigel Tomes)
[box: Witness Lee quote re: comment of T. Austin-Spark’s on the local church]
Ashland Woods: A Look at What’s Happening
On the Regulation of Apostles and Prophets (J. Berglund)
Concerning TAG Magazine (John Berglund)
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Volume 5, Number 2 (March 2006) 48 pp.
Conference in Columbus, Ohio: January 28-29, 2006: The Body of Christ  [Three
messages](Titus Chu)
Watchman Nee’s Rejection of the Exclusive Way (Nigel Tomes)
Psalms Training Abstracts: Message One (Titus Chu)
Psalms Training Abstracts: Message Two (Titus Chu)

Volume 5, Number 3 (May 2006) 48 pp.
Participants in the Discipleship Program in Kampala, Uganda (picture, inside front cover)
A Brief Report on the April 14-16 Weekend
The Lord is Moving in Africa! “...And You Shall Be My Disciples...” (A Group of Pursuers
in Uganda) (Keith Miller)
Chapter Excerpt: The Tabernacle: The Pathway of Glory: Chapter 2: The Experience of
the Tabernacle: The Process of the Growth of the Divine Life [Exodus 25:1-9] (Titus Chu)
The Campaign for One Publication (Nigel Tomes)
From a Saint in South America
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Twenty-Five [sic]: Approvedness (3)
[Philippians 2:22-30] (Titus Chu)
The Inner Sense (John Berglund)

Volume 5, Number 4 (July 2006) 64 pp.
Discipleship Camp Testimony (“H.C.” Toronto)
2006 Victoria Day Conference Abstracts: Message One: God’s Masterpiece (Titus Chu)
2006 Victoria Day Conference Abstracts: Message Two: The One New Man (Titus Chu)
2006 Victoria Day Conference Abstracts: Message Three: The Building (Titus Chu)
2006 Victoria Day Conference Abstracts: Message Four: Stewardship (Titus Chu)
Against the Wind (Dave Shields)
Book Excerpt: Ruth: Growth Unto Maturity: Brought Into Union with Christ (Titus Chu)
Uganda News (Keith and Tina Miller)
A Day in the Life... (Keith Miller)
“The Body Equals the Recovery”: Going Beyond What Has Been Written? (Nigel Tomes)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Twenty-Six [sic]: “Beware of Dogs”
(Titus Chu)
Fourteen Warning Signs of Being in Religion (Titus Chu)
Obedient to the Revelation (Dave Shields)
Ashland Woods Mid-June photos (inside back cover)

Volume 5, Number 5 (September 2006) 48 pp.
a few pictures from A Gospel Odyssey (inside front cover)
The Most Meaningful Life: A Life That Impacts God’s Own Existence (Titus Chu)
2006 College Conference in Montreal: Moses: A Man for God’s Testimony: [Four
messages](Titus Chu)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Twenty-Seven [sic]: Seven Mountains
in Philippians 3:1-12 (Titus Chu)
Acts: Flawed Pattern or Highest Divine Standard? (Nigel Tomes)
A Word to the Co-Workers Shared During Message 3 of the College Training in
Montreal on the Life of Moses (Titus Chu)
Mountaintop: Live Out Loud! (pictures, inside back cover)
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Volume 5, Number 6 (November 2006) 48 pp.
Apology (John Berglund)
2006 Labor Day Conference in Cleveland: The Apostle John’s Concluding Ministry for
the Church Life Then and Now: Message One (Titus Chu)
2006 Labor Day Conference in Cleveland: The Apostle John’s Concluding Ministry for
the Church Life Then and Now: Message Two (Titus Chu)
2006 Labor Day Conference in Cleveland: The Apostle John’s Concluding Ministry for
the Church Life Then and Now: Message Three (Titus Chu)
2006 Labor Day Conference in Cleveland: The Apostle John’s Concluding Ministry for
the Church Life Then and Now: Message Four (Titus Chu)
2006 Labor Day Conference in Cleveland: The Apostle John’s Concluding Ministry for
the Church Life Then and Now: Message Five (Titus Chu)
Is the Recovery on the Road to Rome? (Nigel Tomes)

Volume 6, Number 1 (January 2007) 36 pp.
Encouragement to Imbibe (John Berglund)
[Sisters Conference testimonies]
College Training in Montreal 2006: Moses and the Israelites: Experiencing God’s Great
Salvation in Exodus (Titus Chu)
[song: “Though I love You, Lord...”]
The Test of Oneness (Dave Shields)
The Reason God Measures Things to Us (Titus Chu)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Living Out the Oneness as Luminaries
through the One Living, One Pursuing and One Fellowship (book excerpt from The
Oneness and the One Accord by Titus Chu)
LSM’s Quarantine of Titus Chu: Does the Evidence Justify the Verdict? (Nigel Tomes)
From the Ministry of Witness Lee [1Cor 16:12]
The Tottenham Statement
Near Sullivan, Ohio...Properties for Various Gatherings (pictures, inside back cover)

Volume 6, Number 2 (March 2007) “The Significance of Antioch” 64 pp.
Introduction (John Berglund)
Reconsidering the Church in Antioch: Message One (Nigel Tomes and Paul Neider)
Reconsidering the Church in Antioch: Message Two (Nigel Tomes and Paul Neider)
Reconsidering the Church in Antioch: Message Three (Dave Shields and Vern Yoder)
Reconsidering the Church in Antioch: Message Four (Paul Neider and Nigel Tomes)
Reconsidering the Church in Antioch: Message Five (Dave Shields, Vern Yoder and
Paul Neider)
Reconsidering the Church in Antioch: Message Six (Titus Chu)
A New Song (“J.G.”)
Chapter 12 of “The Survival Messages”: “Honoring the Place and Learning From the
Person”: Having God’s Divine Administrative Arrangement in View (Titus Chu)
Near Sullivan, Ohio...Properties for Various Gatherings (pictures, inside back cover)
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Number 6, Number 3 (May 2007) 48 pp.
The Gospel Going Forth in Uganda (pictures, inside front cover)
Introduction (John Berglund)
A Weekend of Music at Ashland Woods
Reconsidering the Church in Antioch: Message Seven (Titus Chu)
Considering Peter (David Shields)
Uganda Africa: An update to the churches (Keith and Tina Miller)
[Letter to Titus Chu from brothers in West Africa]
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Twenty-Eight [sic]: Counting All
Things Loss and Refuse and Being Found in Him (Philippians 3:7-9) (Titus Chu)
Against the Practice of Exclusivism (Nigel Tomes)
“The Saints Are Gathering in Uganda” (pictures, inside back cover)

Volume 6, Number 4 (July 2007) 48 pp.
Uganda Update (Keith and Tina Miller)
A Brief Update: Wednesday June 13 2007
How Yun Got His Bible
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Twenty-Nine [sic]: Knowing Him...
[Philippians 3:10] (Titus Chu)
Book Excerpt: Chapter 4 of The Oneness and the One Accord: The Keeping of the
Mystical Oneness According to the Book of Ephesians and the Example of the Apostle
Paul (Titus Chu)
From the Ministry of Witness Lee [Acts 26:18-19]
After the Founding Fathers: Historical Case Studies: Count Zinzendorf & James Taylor
(Nigel Tomes)
Are We Merely Propping Up the Work of God? (John Berglund)

Volume 6, Number 5 (September 2007) 48 pp.
June Gospel Trip to Uganda (inside front cover pictures)
Uganda Update (Keith and Tina Miller)
[introduction to biographies]
Jesus Reaches the Motilones
[box regarding Bruce Olson]
Moses and God’s People: God Gaining His Testimony: Message Seven [sic] (Titus Chu)
Moses and God’s People: God Gaining His Testimony: Message Eight [sic] (Titus Chu)
Moses and God’s People: God Gaining His Testimony: Message Nine [sic] (Titus Chu)
George Muller & Bethesda Chapel: A Case Study (Nigel Tomes)
On Churches and Ministries (John Berglund)
Gospel Odyssey 2007—Cleveland Heights (pictures, inside back cover)
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Volume 6, Number 6 (November 2007) 48 pp.
(inside front cover, picture collage from Music Weekend)
Corrections (John Berglund)
A Word of Encouragement from the Music Weekend at Ashland Woods (Everett J.
Cook, Goshen, Indiana)
“...How Great Is the Sum of Them!” Psalm 139:17
From the Labor Day Weekend in Cleveland: The Gospel (Titus Chu)
The Life of Moses: Message Nine: The Pattern Shown Moses Upon the Mountain of
God: A Portrait for Our Growth and the Church Life (Titus Chu)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Thirty [sic]: Not Assuming, But Laying
Hold... [Philippians 3:11-12] (Titus Chu)
John’s Mending Ministry (Dave Shields)
What About Stephen? A Counter-Example to Uniformity (Nigel Tomes)
(inside back cover, picture collage from Music Weekend)

Volume 7, Number 1 (January 2008) 32 pp.
[Letter from the editor]
Sisters’ Conference at Ashland Woods: Message One: The Degradation Foretold in
the Psalms (Titus Chu)
Uganda Africa: An Update to the Churches: November 2007
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Thirty-One [sic]: Pursuing the
Upward, Onward Christ as Our Unique Prize [Philippians 3:13-15] (Titus Chu)

Volume 7, Number 2 (March 2008) 48 pp.
(photo collage from Goshen “Coffee Shop”, inside front cover)
[introduction by editor]
Africa’s Financial Need
A Time of Gathering in Cleveland Heights (Rex Beck)
Sisters’ Conference at Ashland Woods: Message Two (Titus Chu)
The Twenty-five Hour Conference in Goshen (Mark Jordan)
First Message From the Goshen Conference (Nigel Tomes)
The Stand of a Proper, Healthy Local Church (Titus Chu)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Thirty-Two [sic]: A Two-Fold Walk to
Gain Christ [Philippians 3:15-16] (Titus Chu)
On God’s Desire and the Picture and Reality of Marriage (Mike Samulak)
Black Slavery as the “Curse of Ham”: Bible Truth or Racist Apologetic? (Nigel Tomes)
Repentance (song by “J.G.”)
(photo collage from Goshen “Coffee Shop”, inside back cover)
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Volume 7, Number 3 (May 2008) 40 pp.
[word of exhortation]
Uganda Africa: an update to the churches: March 2008 (Keith and Tina Miller)
Testimonies of Those Participating in the Ten-Month Foundational Christian
Leadership Training in Kampala, Uganda
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Thirty-Three [sic]: Imitators and
Healthy Patterns [Philippians 3:15-17] (Titus Chu)
Watchman Nee on the Local Churches
Samuel Morris (Kaboo) (John Berglund)
Abandoned (poem/hymn)
On God’s Desire and the Picture and Reality of Marriage (Mike Samulak) corrected

Volume 7, Number 4 (July 2008) 48 pp.
Testimony from a Recent Prophesying Training (Rich Vetrone)
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Thirty-Four [sic]: Weeping Over a
Walk, Rejoicing Over a Commonwealth [Philippians 3:18-21] (Titus Chu)
Prophesy for Building Up [Six Messages] (Titus Chu)
Anthony Norris Groves Writes John Nelson Darby (transcript)

Volume 7, Number 5 (August 2008) 32 pp.
Report on a Time for Young Couples (Mike Samulak, Cleveland, Ohio)
Vision Month for College-Aged Brothers and Sisters: Running a Life of Excellency:
Message One (Titus Chu) [embedded: Titus on the matter of songs]
The Experience of Christ in Philippians: Message Thirty-Five [sic]: Eagerly Awaiting a
Savior Who Will Conform Our Bodies to His Body in Glory [Philippians 3:20-21]
(Titus Chu)
[from the Preface of “More of Christ: Seeing the Heavenly Man” by Rex Beck]
More of Christ: Seeing the Heavenly Man: Chapter 13: The Heavenly Man as the Source
and Sphere of Corporate Unity (Rex Beck)
The God of Translation (Nigel Tomes)

Volume 7, Number 6 (November 2008) 48 pp.
(pictures from Uganda on inside front cover)
[introductory word by editor]
News from Uganda
Joshua: A Life of Service: Message One: Committed to Serve (Titus Chu)
Joshua: A Life of Service: Message Two: Learning to Serve (Titus Chu)
Joshua: A Life of Service: Message Three: Manifested to Serve (Titus Chu)
Joshua: A Life of Service: Message Four: Rising Up and Fighting to Enter the Land (1)
(Titus Chu)
Joshua: A Life of Service: Message Five: Rising Up and Fighting to Enter the Land (2)
(Titus Chu)
(pictures from Uganda on inside back cover)



1:1 1:2 1:3 1:4

2:1 2:2 2:3 2:4

2:5 2:6 2:7 2:8

2:9 2:10 2:11 2:12

3:1 3:2 3:3 3:4

Articles from issues shown on all these  pages may be found at
www.clevelandonline.org...



3:5 3:6 3:7 3:8

3:9 3:10 3:11 3:12

4:1 4:2 4:3 4:4

4:5 4:6



4:7 4:8 4:9

4:10 5:1 5:2

5:3 5:4 5:5 5:6

6:1 6:2 6:3 6:4

6:5 6:6 7:1 7:2

7:3 7:4 7:5 7:6

FJ Issues
currently available
 in .pdf format at

ministrymessages.org

4:11



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /KOR <FEFFd5a5c0c1b41c0020c778c1c40020d488c9c8c7440020c5bbae300020c704d5740020ace0d574c0c1b3c4c7580020c774bbf8c9c0b97c0020c0acc6a9d558c5ec00200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020b9ccb4e4b824ba740020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c2edc2dcc624002e0020c7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b9ccb4e000200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe7f6e521b5efa76840020005000440046002065876863ff0c5c065305542b66f49ad8768456fe50cf52068fa87387ff0c4ee563d09ad8625353708d2891cf30028be5002000500044004600206587686353ef4ee54f7f752800200020004100630072006f00620061007400204e0e002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020548c66f49ad87248672c62535f003002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d5b9a5efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef65305542b8f039ad876845f7150cf89e367905ea6ff0c4fbf65bc63d066075217537054c18cea3002005000440046002065874ef653ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000520065006100640065007200200035002e0030002053ca66f465b07248672c4f86958b555f3002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


