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Schedule of Youth Bvents This
SUMmmer

Summer Tsunaml
May 15 - August 20

Uuganda Trip
June & - June 24

Junior High camp (USA)@ Ashland Woods:
July 24 - july 29

Mountatn Top @ columbus ohto
July 17 - July 19

College Training @ Ashland Woods
July 17 - July 2=

Music camp (TBA)
July 20 - August =

Gospel Camp @ Cleveland Aven
July 20 - August =

Gospel Odyssey @ Cleveland Aven
AuUgust 2 - August 12

Serving in a New Church
AUGUSE 200F — August 2008

for more information see www.youngseekers.com or
contact Rex Beck, Mike Samulak or Ben Shumway
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A FRESH HOPE

John 17 contains the last prayer Jesus prayed before going to the cross. In
it, Hepraysto the Father for us (Hisbelievers) that weall may beone... “that the
world may believe”. From the Lord’'s own prayer we can see that the matter of
“oneness’ among believers has a profound effect in that it provides the way for
the world to believe. When Christians realize that through the Lord’ s death and
resurrection we were made one, then there arises “hope” in the midst of a dark
world.

What would it look like to have a church within a city where Christians
realizedtheir onenessin Christ andtook their rightful position simply asmembers
of Christ's Body? For years | pondered the thought. At times, | questioned
whether this was even possible in the world today. What | have witnessed and
experience of the Lord’s work in Uganda, however, for the past two years has
put afresh hopeinmethat the churchisnot something merely theoretical but both
applicableand powerful. Itisaliveand beginning to blossomright beforeour eyes.

A GROWING TESTIMONY!
Comingtogether simply asthechurchwithinthecity —theoneBody of Christ

—isastrong testimony to the accomplished work of Christ on the cross and a
shameto Satan. Thelast corporate church gathering brought together nearly 700
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saints from 21 different communitiesin and around the city of Kampala. Since
most of the saintswho attended do not own cars, over 40 minibuses (taxis) were
used for their transport to and from the rented facility. Brother Vern Y oder, who
wasvisiting fromthe USA, ministered apowerful message on thetwo prayers of
the Lord Jesus particul arly related to the oneness of the believersand the church.
Most of the practical service and music for this gathering were carried by the
saintsin theten month training. May the L ord continue His building work!

IDENTIFICATION WITH CHRIST

Several new brothers and sisters were recently baptized, desiring to put
away their old lifeand live unto the Lord. Their decision for baptism came from
theLord’ sleading and the shepherding they received fromthosein theten month
training.

TRANSITIONING

Astheten month training windsdown, the 16 trainees are considering their
future before the Lord. In April we stepped outside the bustling city to spend a
coupleof daysalong the banks of the Nile River to consider all that the Lord has
done and what He will do in the future.

Six of thetraineesfeel led by the L ord to continueto servetheLord onafull-
timebasis. All thetraineestestified how their livesareforever changed asaresult
of thetraining. Even among thosewhofeel led to seek employment, they testified
with boldness that they must find a job within the city that will enable them to
continuetheir commitment and serviceto the church. What agreat work the Lord
has done among these trainees! May the Lord continue to bless them and the
church asaresult of their commitment in the coming days.

REACHING THE COMMUNITIES

A weekly training for pastorsand congregational leadersisconducted every
Tuesday. Aspastorsreceive help from thistimethey sharetheir experiencewith
pastors from other communities. We now have on average 25 to 30 pastorswho
regularly attend. These pastors come from communities throughout the city and
some are now traveling from towns outside of Kampala. The training becomes
both ahope and achallenge for many. Thetruth in theword isareal ministry of
life yet at the same time, it often exposes the misconceptions regarding the
Chrigtian life and the church that are currently accepted and taught in Uganda.
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NEW TRAINING SCHEDULED — YOUR PRAYERS NEEDED

TheL ord continuesto work and move among the hearts of theyoung people
in Kampala. As another school year comes to a close, a good number, mostly
graduates from Makerere University, are considering joining a new ten-month
full-timetraining scheduledtobeginin August 2007. They havebothwitnessedthe
growth and heard the testimonies from those graduating from the first training.
Yet, consecrating oneself to the Lord always poses a challenge with many
obstacles. Let usfight for and uphold in prayer al those who are considering the
upcomingtraining.

A SPECIAL THANKS

Duringhisrecentvisit, VernY oder providedavital contributiontothesaints
in the ten-month training as they consider their futurein serving the Lord in the
church. In addition to the caring for the ten-month trainees, brother Vern also
shared at the corporate church gathering and conducted the pastors’ training.
Duringthat training heemphasi zed theimportance of theNew Testament ministry
and ministers according to 2 Corinthians. This enlightened the pastorsto realize
that beingaministerisamatter of “ constitution” and not just position. Ital sohel ped
themto seethat theNew Testament ministry shouldresultinthepractical building
up of the church. Thank you, brother!

PIONEERING FOR THE FUTURE

Asthe church grows, we are getting to know brothers and sisterswho are
from placesoutside Kampala. They aredesirousto oneday seethechurchintheir
hometown. Our hopeisthat someof thesaints, finishing thetraining and continuing
to serve the Lord, would begin to labor in places outside Kampala. We have
planned anumber of gospel eventsinsurrounding citiesfor whenagroup of saints
from North American visit in June. Weintend to follow-up with the contacts we
obtain from those events and pray that adoor will be open for the Lord to spread
in citiesbeyond Kampala.

WE’'D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU

We would like to thank you for your love, prayers, and support that are
enablingthemoveof theL ordto continuehereinUganda. Y our emailsand | etters
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really supply uswith hope and encouragement to continue our labor — so please
keep them coming. May the Lord give all of ustime and help usto recognizethe
opportunities before usto grow in Hisgrace. (Keith and TinaMiller)

Ugandankeith@yahoo.com

Or contact us by mail at:
Keithand TinaMiller

PO Box 10704

Kampala, Uganda AFRICA
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Fruit of the Gospel &
Blessings to the Lord and His Body
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A Brief wupdate: Wednesday June 13 2007

Today was a very wonderful day. We are all getting a bit
exhausted yet at the same time empowered. The day began with music
practice at the hotel conference room. Some of the local saints from the
music team herein Kampalajoined with the Americansin learning local
and contemporary Christian songs- Ugandanstyle. Fromtherewetraveled
by two taxisto Old Kampala High school.

Even though | prepped the American saints on what to expect, |
don't think any of them were ready for what they witnessed. Almost
immediately, at 1pm, about 300 studentsfiledintoasingleclassroom. When
the classroom was nearly packed and the saintsbegan to sing the response
from the high school students was overwhelming. There were shouts for
joy (African happy shouts), powerful Amens, and Hallelujahs as the
students stood on their feet and sang along. The look on the American
saint’s faces was priceless and could best be described as stunned. The
place went wild when Micah Shumway began to sing asong in thelocal
language. They were equally impressed when Mindy Bowman sang a
stanzasolo.

Later in the day, we split into two groups. One group (composed
of 6 Americans and 7 local saints from the ten month training) went to
Kireka community and the other group (composed of the same) went to
Kyebando. InKireka, Emma(pastor inthat community) wisely dividedthe
saintsinto small gospel teams composed of one American, one from his
community and one of the brothers or sisters from the training. | heard
many wonderful storiesabout thetime. | alsowitnessed Mark Miller share
apowerful gospel to agroup of about 6 people! Wow! Debbie Mann also
shared 5 mini gospel messagesto small groupsin homes. Jon Wellswas
especially excited about what he was able to share with people. | don’t
think he knew what he had!

In Kyebando, pastor Barnabas organized acommunity gathering
and had all the saints (American and those from the training) share
something. They al so sang multiplesongsto apacked audience. Everyone
participated in ministering and singing. At supper, (about 9:30pm) when
everyone returned to the hotel, we all swapped stories of the day. The
prayer of the saints at supper and the storiesthey told convinced methat
the lives of all those visiting have been forever changed. Aswe finished
our dinner, Mike Samulak and Lawrencearrived fromtheairport andwere
warmly received. Tomorrow is another busy day. Please pray for us.
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How Yun
Gor His Bible

Y un grew up in China after communism had taken over, during a
time called the Cultural Revolution. Most peoplein Chinaat thistime
had never seen a Bible. Yun’'s parents had received the Lord,
however, and Yun’'s father had even been healed of cancer.

Y un asked his mother whether Jesus had left behind any words
that he could read for himself. She told him there were none to be
found. Yun was able to see some handwritten chapters of the Bible
believers had copied and hidden, but only the very oldest Christians
could recall seeing an entire Bible.

Y un’s mother remembered an old man in another village who had
been a pastor before the Cultural Revolution. They went to visit him,
but when they arrived he was fearful of showing his Bible to them, for
he had already spent twenty years in prison for hisfaith. Y et he had
compassion on the poor boy who had made such an effort to see him,
and told him, “The Bible is aheavenly book. If you want to see aBible,
you’'ll need to pray to the God of heaven...God is faithful. He always
answers those who seek Him with all their heart.”

So every night Yun asked God for a Bible. After afew months,
nothing had happened, so he visited that old brother again and begged
to see hisBible, eveniif just to look upon it. The brother told him to
pray with fasting. Y un began eating just one small bow! of rice each
day, and continued praying. He really became desperate. His longing
for God’s Word was so strong that his parents worried that he might
go insaneif God did not answer his prayer.

Then one morning at 4 am., he received avision as he knelt
beside his bed. In hisvision he was pushing an old rickety cart up ahill
in search of food for hisfamily. He was nearly fainting from hunger.
Down the hill came three men, one with along beard who was pulling
a cart full of fresh bread. The man asked if he was hungry, and he
replied that his family was so poor they couldn’t afford bread (his
father really had sold everything to buy medicine when he was sick
and they often had to beg for food from friends). The man radiated
love, and Y un wept in his presence.

10
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In the vision, the man asked his two servants to take a loaf of
bread from his cart and they gave it to him wrapped in ared cloth. The
man told him he must eat it immediately. When he put it in his mouth, it
turned into aBible! In hisvision, he knelt down and praised the Lord,
telling Him that he wanted to serve Him for the rest of hislife.

When he came to, he began searching the house for the Bible, for
the vision had been so very real to him. When he realized it had been a
vision and that he didn’t really have the Bible, he wept uncontrollably.
His parents came into his room to find out what was the matter. When
he told them of hisvision, they really thought he had lost his mind! His
mother told him, “The sun hasn’t even come up yet, and the door is
locked. No one has been here.” His father held him and cried out,
“Dear Lord, have mercy on my son. Please don’t let him lose his mind.
I’'mwilling to be sick againif it would prevent my son from losing his
mind. Please give my son a Bible!”

Suddenly there was a faint knock at the door, and someone called
Yun's name. He rushed to the door and asked, “Are you bringing the
bread to me?’ The voice answered, “Yes, we have a bread feast to
giveto you!” Yun recognized the voice from his vision, and when he
opened the door, the same two men he had seen with the old
gentleman stood before him, holding ared bag in their hands. They
passed it to him and when he opened it he held in his hands his very
own Bible! Asthe men hastily departed into the darkness, Y un hugged
the Bible to his chest and fell to his knees, thanking God.

Y un later found out the names of the men who had brought him
the Bible, and from them he learned the story of what had happened.

When Y un had begun to pray, the Lord directed an old evangelist
from a town some distance away to give his Bible to a person hamed
Yun, and in the vision he even received directionsto Y un’svillage and
house. The brother delayed, however, but after a few months he at last
dug up his Bible from its hiding place and sent it in the care of the two
brothers who then traveled through the night to find him.

Y un fully believed from that moment onward that the Bible could
only be God’s word, and even slept with it over his heart. Not only was
that Yun’sfirst Bible; it was dso the first answer among many he would
have to prayer. Yun is still alive today, and has experienced many such
answers to prayer.

(Taken from “ The Heavenly Man” by brother Yun with Paul
Hattaway, Monarch Books, 2002, pages 26-30)
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THE EXPERIENCE OF
CHRIST IN PHILIPPIANS

MEessaGe TWENTY-NINE: KNowING Him...

...To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death...
Philippians 3:10

The peak of the book of Philippians, and thegoal of our Christian exist-
ence, isfoundin chapter 3, verse 12, where Paul states: “...if even | may
lay hold of that for which | also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus”
(RcV).Aboveall other things, Paul desired to find himself completely in-
corporated with Christ. He sought thisaboveall el se.

Therefore, in chapter 3 Paul presents seven “ steps’ by which we may
arriveat thispeak of knowing Christ. [An overview of these seven may be
found in Message 27 (Issue 5, Number 4) - Ed.] Inthismessage we will
eventually addressthe fifth of these, which can befound in verse 10.

THE FIRST FOUR “STEPS’ INPHILIPPIANS3

When we began to consider thischapter, we saw that thefirst step to
our goa inChrististo bewar e of ideology, becauseit so easily layshold of
usoncewe becomebelievers. Inverse 2, Paul warnsusof different things,
different workersand different practices. All these arerelated to ideol ogy.
Ideology issomething that frustratesthe organic life of the Body of Christ.
When the saintsare holding onto differing ideol ogies, the unique oneness of
theBody of Christisdamaged.

Theresult of ideology isreligion. Therefore, infollowing the Lord, the
first thing we need to take care of isstay away from whatever would cause
usto becomereligious.
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The second matter we need to bewatchful of infollowing the Lord has
to do dealing with all the things that by nature we might count on
other than Christ. We need to learn to forsake such things, even though we
grew up thinking such thingswere hel pful. Why do we va uethese things?
Becauseit seemsthey enable usto get somewhere! In verses 3 through 6,
Paul listed some of the thingsthat he once assumed he had “working” for
him. For instance, hewas born and circumcised to be among God'schosen
race, the Jews; among the Jews he bel onged to the esteemed tribe of Ben-
jamin. Inadditionto this, hewastrained asaPharisee, and even among the
Pharisees he was recognized as being blamelessasto the Law. Hewas so
zeal ous that he even became a persecutor of the church! How much he
could boast in when being compared to whoever might dare challengehim!
Herealized, however, that such thingswereahindranceto gaining Christ.

Third, Paul revealswe should count all thingslossand refuse on
account of Christ (vv. 7-8). You can only truly gain Christ when your
hands are emptied of whatever else you might be holding onto. When
your hands are empty, however, you have no choice but to lay hold of
Christ! Thisishow we gain Him. Anything elsein our hands, no matter
how good it seems, needs to be counted loss and even as refuse—
rubbish—if we areto gain Christ. Thisiswhy there are threeon ac-
count of's” inverses8 and 9. Paul realized that in order to gain Christ,
he had to count all elselossand even suffer theloss of all things other
than Christ if hewasto expect to gain Christ in the fullest degree.

We should not think thisisaonceand for all experience! Whenyou are
young, what you may possess as“wealth” isaused Toyota, for instance.
Asyou grow older, you will find moreisgiven to you and you therefore
possess more. Even spiritually, you will accumulate experiences. These
experienceswill bememorableand precioustoyou. They will be of benefit
toyouinyour Christianlife. Inmy ownlife, | have had many wonderful
experiencesasabeliever. When | cameto thiscountry in 1963, when | met
Brother Lee here, when | labored with various saintsin thisareaand saw
churchesraised up... butif | hold onto thesethings, | am finished, for my
handswould befull of thesethingsinstead of emptied for Christ.
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Even things such asthese may not be as precious asthe revel ations
the Lord Himself has granted us. They are granted by the L ord Himsel f
to you directly, so they are most dear. Even such matters, however,
must be counted asrefuse! Why?We are after Christ Himself! All the
revelation we receive of the Lord isindeed precious, and we should
receiveit and minister according to it, but we cannot belong to those
thingsthat the Lord revealsto us, for we only belong to the person of
Christ! How good it iswhen we can testify: “1 only have Christ, and
nothing else!” Asyou spend time with thisPerson, you will find out He
has so much to giveto you, but no matter how much He givesto us, our
focus must fiercely remain on Him. We are here to gain Him. Because
of this, we must learn to count everything el serefuse, or elsethosevery
wonderful thingswill damage the ecology in the church life, and hinder
usfrom gaining Christ moretoday.

Thefourth stageisavery difficult phasefor usasbelieversto enter
into. That phasein chapter 3isto befound in Him (v.9). We should not
think, however, that such aperson must be compl ete or matured to ex-
periencethis. Paul isnot saying that in order to be found in Christ, he
had to be a “holy” person, for he sought to be found in Christ, not
having any of his own righteousness which was according to the law.
Inverse 6 he said he had become “blameless” in regardsto theright-
eousnesswhichisinthelaw. That was something he now counted | oss.
To him, that wasn’t worth adime. He had fulfilled all the obligations of
the law, but that was all now worthless when compared to the precious-
ness of Christ.

We Cannot Be Foundin Christ
By Means of Our Own Righteousness

If youwereto ask me, “ Titus, do you pray? Do you lovetheLord?Are
you faithful to therequirementsof thechurchlife?’ | could respond, “Yes.”
But if youwereto ask me, “ Titus, can you be examined by God?’ | would
have to say, “No!” Why? Because when you examine the situation ac-
cordingtowhat itredly is, | know thereisnothing | can boast in. According
tothered intringc Situation, | cannot stand upon any “righteousness’! There-
forewhat Paul is saying isthat to be found in Christ, we haveto realize
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thereisno way we can befound in Christ!

We must realize that, side by side with the divine, mystical realmin
whichwefind Chrigt, thereistheworld. First of al, for thosewho believe,
thereistheworld of religion! Besidethis, thereisal sothe material world
and thesinful world. No matter how spiritual weare, wemust still take care
of mattersin the physical world. In other words, we must eat food, sleep
somewhere, wear clothing, and so on. (Of course, we avoid the things of
the sinful world.) But beside the sinful world and the physical, material
world, thereisthereligiousworld, where, likein the other aspects of the
world, issomething that isinvented by man. It issomething man seesas
related to God, but itisnot God Himself! When God Himsdlf isnot present,
however, people substitutereligion. It may even be something very closeto
Christ, and even applied in the name of Christ, but it isdevoid of Christ
Himself. Thereforeit takesthe place of Christ, replacing Christ Himself.

For instance, soon after we began to meet in Akron, agroup of “Ex-
clusive Brethren” cameto one of our meetings. They were scandalized
by the fact that a number of sisters were speaking and calling songs,
and doing so even astheir heads were uncovered. Although they were
asked to stay to fellowship their concernswith the elders, they refused
to remain among us. Were they right in their insistence? | would say
they werewrongly right and rightly wrong. They were wrongly right,
for they wereright that our practice should adhereto the Bible, but they
werewrong to allow any teaching to replace Christ. (In Corinth, alarge
number of the women were employed as templ e prostitutes, and wore
their hair uncovered. Thisismost likely why Paul wrotewhat hedidto
the Corinthians, and yet to no other church.) Even “correct” teaching
can become areplacement for Christ. They were “wrongly right” be-
cause, while their argument was right, their person was wrong! And
they were “rightly wrong” becausetheir “right” argument would pro-
duce a“wrong” result. We, as human beings, like to do such things,
thinking that by them we might eventually be found in Christ. But Paul
said he sought to befound in Christ not having hisown rightness. How
easily our ideology can separate usfrom Christ! Christ ishere, but the
religiousworldisalso here, and religionisin our blood.
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We haveto redlize, asPaul did, that our right behavior in noway can
bring usinto Christ. Even if we can behave righteously in the morning,
what about the afternoon? It is not because of such righteousness that
we can befound in Christ. Itisonly by means of the righteousness that
God appliesto us because of our faith in Christ. We have believed in
Jesus Christ as our Savior! Only the righteousness which is through
faith in Christ, which isout of God and based on faith avails. If | see
you walking around aimlessly in your mind, | may accuse you of not
beingin Christ, but you should realize you can simply turn againto Him.
Thereisno need to feel condemned. Just say, “Lord Jesus, | love You”
and immediately thereality of salvation becomesyoursagain.

Being Foundin Christisa Matter of Subjective Application

Being found in Christ does not depend upon some high spiritual at-
tainment, but rather a subjective application. It isbased upon the right-
eousness of God, not our own righteousness, based on faith. When our
faithisin Jesus, God counts us as righteous. We possess arighteous-
ness which is out of God and based on faith. The phrase “based on”
indicatesthereisaprogression. First, we are found in Christ’s accom-
plished work. Second, we arefound in Christ’s present move. Third, we
are found in Christ’s person. | am so happy about this. | have been
loving the Lord for over fifty years now. Believers who have many
“overcoming” testimonies, also realize that for every such story they
also haveinstances of being defeated which they would rather not make
known! My own testimony isthat | have experienced many times of
failure and defeat, and often feel unworthy to come into the Lord’s
presence. Therearetimesalso that | realizethat what | minister doesn’t
alwaysmatch what | seeinmy daily life. Yet | am still very happy, for |
believein Jesus Christ as my Savior and righteousness. Because | have
believed into Him, God counts merighteous and therefore | am still able
to befoundin Him.

Becoming One With Christ in Life, Nature, and Person

Itisbecause of thisthat | can say | have grown over theyears. As
I have grown, | have seen more and more of the Lord’smove, and as|

16
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have seen how the Lord was moving, | have desired to stand with Him
in Hismove. For instance, | have learned to simply bewiththeLord’'s
move, rather than trying to manufactureit into aflood! Furthermore, |
have enjoyed many times of being united with Christin life, and have
experienced rich times of being mingled with Himin nature. | have even
had some experience of being incorporated with Christ. Thisisthereal-
ity of being found in Christ. Itisnot only something that isaccording to
position according to Christ’s accomplished work; it isalso something
according to thelevel of maturity of lifethe Lord has granted you thus
far. Therefore, we should tell the Lord, “I want to grow! | praise You
for the onenesswe haveinlife, and asYou move, | praiseYou | can be
onewithYouinYour move. | praiseYou for the oneness | have experi-
enced with You through Your nature being added to mine. But Lord,
how | desireto beincorporated with You so that | might be so onewith
who You are! May Your personality possessmy personality, and may
Your personality be expressed through my person!” Brothers, thisis
ultimately what it meansto befound in Him!

THEFIFTH LEVEL:
LIVING IN ORGANICUNIONWITH CHRIST

Knowing Christ, the Power of His Resurrection, the Fellowship
of His Sufferings, and Being Conformed to His Death

By verse 10, we should have advanced in our realization. Now, Paul
presents something that is even more amatter of experience. Inverse
9, we realize something of the truth of what it isto found in Christ.
verse 10, however, iseven more amatter of experience. Only by expe-
riencing Christ in a certain way can we say we have this knowing of
Christ. After we experience Christ in these aspects, however, we can
really say we know Christ. Do you desireto really know Christ? Then
you must know the power of His resurrection, the fellowship of His
sufferings, and what it isto be conformed to His death.

Resurrection isthe Base and Starting Point

Perhaps we may think that suffering should comefirst, then death,
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and then, finally, resurrection. But that isnot the order presented here for
our experience. Our mind takesthe view that we are on earth, and that we
aretrying to reach the heavens. According to Ephesians 2:6, however, we
arealready inthe heavenlieswith Christ! ThisisGod'sview. Asfar asGod
isconcerned, we begin our Christian lifein the heavenlies, and cometo
maturity by learning to bewith the L ord in the situations on earth, becoming
conformed to Hisdeathin our living.

It istruethat the moreweare conformed to Christ’ sdeath, themorewe
will know Hisresurrection power. But in order to go through the sufferings
of Christ andin order for usto become conformed to Hisdeath, we need
resurrection as our base.

Suffering Vs. Death

What isthe difference between suffering and death? Those who suffer
know they are suffering, but the person who dies does not realize he has
died. Thosewho are alive can seethat the person hasdied, but the person
who hasdied does not know. Suffering does bring usinto death, so suffer-
ing and death are companions. Suffering bringsusinto death and a so grants
ustheability to experience even more advanced sufferings. But in order to
passthrough thesethings, we must first know Christ’sresurrection. Aswe
shall see, these three correspond to our being united with Christ in life,
mingled with Himin nature, and eventually incorporated with Himin per-
son.

TheNeed For Those
Who AreBeing Conformed to Christ’s Death

How great isthe need in the church lifefor those who have experienced
being conformed to Christ’sdeath! The problem in so many placesisthat
too many arevery alivetotell oneanother what isright or what iswrong!
Thiskind of being “alive’ causesthe church lifeto be damaged.

KNOWING THE POWER OF HISRESURRECTION

If I wereto ask you whether or not you really wanted to know Christ,

18
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most of you would shout, “Yes!” Isthat not why you are here in the
church life? Well, Paul pointsthe way for usin thisverse. It isvery
practical. First, you must participate in, know, and enjoy the power of
resurrection. |n experience, resurrection involves strengthening, enliv-
ening, ascending, and even governing power. It isthis power that seated
Christ onthethronein the heavenlies. By means of thispower, every
need of your Christian life can befulfilled. This power became oursthe
day we believed and received Jesus as our Savior. Christ brought usall
into Hisresurrection. Thus, we are in the heavenlieswith Him already,
and we have accessto this power for whatever isneeded in our Chris-
tian existence. We will face thousands of challenges and experience
continuous needs as believers, but thisunfailing power isalways present
with usto uphold and supply us.

Resurrection Power OvercomesAll Things That Frustrate

What are some of the situations that require resurrection power?
Onegreat challengeisour natural mind. We all have our logic, and our
individual logicisagreat frustration to the Lord. Every culture hasits
own peculiar logic. For instance, inAmerica, thereisastrong desireto
consume rather than conserve. Many Americansliketo buy thingsthat
will requirereplacing, just so they can buy something again. Therefore,
they do not alwayslook at thingswith thelong-termin view. In spiritua
matters, we also have our kind of logic. Each of ushasour own view of
what it meansto follow the Lord. It may be very reasonable, but it can
also frustrate what Christ wantsto do! Our single object must beto gain
and obtain Christ! Therefore we must be ableto let all other things go,
and thelimitation of our logic isone of thethingsthat resurrection power
can rescue us from.

Another great matter that we need resurrection power for is our
manner of life. Some people believe whatever “expert” opinion they
read and thus become quite confined by all the “advice”. If not for the
continuous operation of the power of resurrection inour lives, weall
would becomeincreasingly peculiar and confined. Moreimportantly,
wewould not be ableto receive whatever the Lord hasarranged for us.
If the Lord has arranged for usto eat nothing but dry bread for aweek,
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we havewhat it takesto truly receive and enjoy that, for we have the
operation of resurrection life!

Some might think of resurrection power as something that is ex-
traordinary or super-natural. For instance, they may think it meansthat
you get lifted off the floor or begin to glow. | have experienced the
sensation of being lifted into the air while praying, and it is possibleto
experience such athing while touching this power, but the normal op-
eration of resurrectionisapplied toyou inyour daily lifein everything
you are and do, including your logic, your manner of life, and even the
way you pursue the Lord. For instance, if the Lord |eads you to speak
something for Him, you should be able to speak it whether or not you
feel you can. We are able to obey and follow the L ord because we all
havethisresurrection power. In all these things, such asyour logic, your
manner of life, and your ability to follow Him, resurrection keeps bring-
ing us back into linewith Christ.

The Power of Resurrectionisin Our Spirit

One of the things Paul prayed for in Ephesians 1:16-20 wasthat we
would know this power which raised Jesus from the dead. According to
Paul, the way to know this power isto bein spirit (Eph 1:16). If you
truly want to know the power of the Lord’sresurrection inyour daily
life, you must know your spirit! You must exercise your spirit to know
this power.

Why isit, for instance, that you get enlivened when you pray over
the Bible? It is because the Word becomes life to you as your spirit
contactsthereality it contains. Pray-read Philippians 3:10, and experi-
encethisyourself! Eventually youwill put yourself through the Word to
your spirit and the Word will open up to you. Whenever your spiritis
madealive, all the problemsthat seem overwhelming are spontaneously
overcome.

Sometimes we have issues with each other in the church life just be-
causewe arethosewho lovethe Lord. If wedid not love Him, wewould
just cometo the meetingsand do our part in offering for the maintenance
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of the hall, and everyone would consider use agood brother or sister.
Onceyou consecrate yourself to the Lord to serve Him, however, you
begin to discover how much at odds the saints are with each other. You
will feel the church should go one way, and someone else may feel it
should go another. Brothersand sisters, eventually we must realize that
no “direction” isthe direction; the Spirit is the direction. When the
Spirit is present, the power of resurrection is present, and that power
grantsustheability to lay hold of Christinour situation. Thisisto know
Christ and the power of His resurrection. When we are in spirit, we
experience this power, and when we are experiencing this power of
resurrection, Christ becomesthe center of the church life.

The Experience of the Spirit and Oneness

Why isit that so many are distracted by the nonessential matters?
Yes, we should contend for the essential matters of the faith, but it
seems most of the time we see saints contending over what is non-
essential! Count Zinzendorf was a Christian leader who gave the
Moravian Church the motto: “Inwhat isessential, Unity; inwhat isnot,
Liberty; and over all, Love.” The Moravian Church has benefited from
thisto thisvery day. The Moravians cameto this point after they passed
through a definite experience of the power of the Spirit.

Inthechurchlife, asPaul taught in Romans 14, we should not insist on
anything in matters such as practices and observances. All the saints may
liveunto the Lord asthey feel led. How it possibleto have such achurch
life? Only by the power of resurrection! Apart from this power, we all
become opinionated and even ing stent on what should bedone. Therecould
never beany revival among usif thiswasour case, for revival can only take
placewhenwerestrict our insistenceto the essentia s of thefaith, and have
loveto all the saints, however they may feel led of the Lord in the non-
essentials. In fact, when we are experiencing the power of resurrection,
wefindit possible eventolovethose who disagree not only in non-essen-
tials, but even those who do not receivethe essentials of thefaith. There-
fore, intimes of revival, many nonbelievers are brought to know Christ
through the gospel! Thus, may the Lord grant usmercy that the churchlife
inevery placewould be saturated with the Spirit!
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Essentially, resurrection isarealm in which we have the complete
Triune God with all Hisdivine attributes and human virtues. In this
resurrection we have the operation of God’s divine economy for the
fulfillment of Hiseternal will. All of God’'s operation takes placein the
realm of resurrection. To experience resurrection not only meanswe
possess strength for doing something; it isalso meanswe simply enjoy
thereality that ispresentinit.

THE FELLOWSHIP OF HISSUFFERINGS
Suffering the L oss of Personal Rights

It isthrough the power of resurrection that we are strengthened to
be brought into adeeper relationship with Christ, experienced in afel-
lowship of Hissufferings. What is one aspect of thisfellowship?Itis
theloss of whatever wasonceyour right. Your personal “legal” rights
are no longer yours to claim. You lose what seemed to be rightfully
yours. Asyou enter into these sufferings, know that your right to de-
clare something for yourself isover!

In mattersof love, however, theloss of your “liberty” for the sake of
your loved onesis something that happens spontaneously. No parent
saysto hisor her baby when it criesin the middle of the night, “My
child, I will not get up at this hour to feed you. You must wait until
morning, becauseyou areinfringing on my right of eight hoursof sleep.”
Parents who have children have forfeited their “right” to do certain
things because they have begotten someone who means moreto them
than their own freedom! Whenever you beget, you surrender your per-
sonal rights. That istrue spiritually also. In order to raise up new believ-
ers, you have to be willing to give up what you once considered to be
your “rights’.

When we fellowship in the sufferings of Christ, thefirst thing we
must realizeisthat in His economy, for the accomplishment of His pur-
pose, none of His servants can declaretheir rights, for thoserightsare
gone. Inthe church life, sometimesyou may feel you havetheright to
relax at home after along day at work instead of rushing off to a meet-
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ing. Yetif you desireto know the Lord, you must bewilling to partici-
patein Hissufferings, for Christ forfeited all of what was Hisright so
that He could save us.

The Suffering of Christ For Our Sake

Christ did not have to become aman. How filthy it must have ap-
peared to Him! It would have been easier to live among animals, for
they did not participatein sin. Yet He did not count His pre-existencein
the heavenlies as a thing to be grasped. He did not even insist upon
growing up in comfort asaman. Instead of growing up in apalace, he
grew up in acarpenter’shome. Not even Hisbirth took placein aplace
of comfort, but rather in aplace of strong smellsand noise. What wasit
that caused Him to go through all this? Hisword would be, “| gave up
all for your sake.”

We have no way to conceive of all He gave up to become our Savior,
yet He came. In fact, He was prepared to come from the foundation of
theworld (1 Pet 1:20; Rev 13:8). Hewas prepared. It wasin His heart.
Hewaswilling to give up Hisright (Phil 2).

Instead of seeking to know the Lord in thisfellowship of His suffer-
ings, however, we usually go ahead and act asthough we have inalien-
ablerightsinthe churchlife, such astheright to raiseissues or argue
that a certain thing should be done or should not be done. Those who
know the fellowship of the Lord’s sufferings have little to say. For the
sake of thetruth, they will speak out, but they do not claim any dignity
for themselves or their opinions. For the Body’s sake, they have re-
nounced their “rights’.

The Suffering of Loneliness
In entering into the fellowship of the Lord’s sufferings, we also ex-

perience what it isto be lonely. In Hymn #156 this is touched upon.
Three of its stanzasread:
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He held the highest place above,
Adored by all the sons of flame,

Yet such His self-denying love,
Helaid aside His crown and came
To seek the lost

And at the cost

Of heavenly rank and earthly fame
He sought me—Dblessed be His hame!

It wasalonely path Hetrod,

From every human soul apart;
Known only to Himself and God
Wasall the grief that filled His heart,
Yet from the track

Heturned not back,

Till where lay in want and shame,
Hefound me—Blessed be His hame!

Then dawned at last that day of dread,
When desol ate, yet undismayed,

With wearied frame and thorn-crowned head,

He, God-forsaken, man-betrayed,
Wasthen madesin

On Calvary,

And, dying therein grief and shame
He saved me—Blessed be His name!

“Itwasalonely path Hetrod, from every human soul apart; known only
to Himself and God was all the grief that filled His heart...” Many co-
workers, including myself, loveto sing thissong, yet usually westill have
someone we can fellowship with, and afamily life we can enjoy. But the
Lordwastruly lonely. Even asachild, Hewas misunderstood by His par-
ents, including His mother, who seemingly should have stood with Him,
knowing what she knew. Yet even she did not understand what He was
going through. How lonely and misunderstood the Lord was. Even His
disciples could not understand Him. Only His Father understood. Eventu-
aly all Hisdiscipleseven forsook Him and fled the garden. Peter, His
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staunchest disciple, denied Him threetimesthat night, asHe had foretold.
John alonefollowed Him all theway to the cross.

If you desireto know the Lord, be prepared to touch the fellowship of
Hissufferings. Do not expect to have others’ applause or approval. Even
now, some of you know of colleagues who have gained recognition and
acclaimintheworld. Can they understand this path you chose when you
decided tofollow Christ?1f youtried to explainit to them, would they be
ableto comprehend?

Betrayed and Abandoned by Those Closest

After the Lord gained Peter, Peter |eft again for aperiod of time. This
touchesme. The Lord went to heal Peter’smother-in-law just so that He
might regain Hisdisciple. Eventually, however, after the crowdsleft Him
alongwithanumber of Hisdisciples, Heasked Hisclosest disciples, “Would
you alsoleave Me?’ (John 6:67). He had just been cel ebrated asthe One
who fed thefive thousand. That reception turned cold so quickly! Those
who had enjoyed Hismiracles and Histeaching werefast deserting Him.
Peter responded by saying, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
wordsof eternal life.” But Peter too betrayed and deserted the Lord on that
night of all nights. Yet the Lord was prepared for this.

When anyone proclaimsthat they will follow you, beware! Somewhom
| raised up and who were close to me later became my strongest detrac-
tors. When the Spirit is operating, know that thefellowship of His suffer-
ings doesinclude the matter of being forsaken. When you are young you
may proclaim, “ Praisethe Lord! We arefor the Lord’srecovery! We have
afuture! ThisistheLord’stestimony!” Thisissomething wemay enjoy of
resurrection power. Eventually by that same power, however, you will be
brought into His sufferings, which includetheloss of your rightsand to be
misunderstood asHewas. Yes, youwill have many brothersand sisters, but
be prepared to walk alonely pathway. Eventually, your fatewill beto be
forsaken. (Inthe meantime, do not look at the othersin the churchlifeas
thosewho may betray you someday. Every brother and sister will loveyou.
But within, you should have awillingnessto tell theLord, “I forfeit my
legal right, | amwilling tolivealonely life, and eventually should it even
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mean | be misunderstood and forsaken by all others, | am still deter-
mined to know only You and be onewith only You.”) Itisinthisway we
arrive at the last matter listed in thisverse, which isto be conformed to
Hisdeath.

CONFORMED TO HISDEATH

To be dead means you have no more feeling towards what you were
oncealiveto, for you have been cut off fromthat. As| have shared previ-
oudy, themost spiritua verseintheBibleisperhaps Song of Solomon 6:12,
forinitthe country girl hasbecomethe Shulamite, the femal e counterpart
of Solomon, who isthetype of Christ inthis Song of songs. Shetestifies
how without even being aware, shefindsherself intheroyal chariots. In
type, thisindicates entering into the unsearchableriches of Christ. From
thispoint forward it is Solomon (Christ) and only Solomon (Christ) sheis
withandfor. Thedaughtersof Jeruslem cry out, “ Return, return O Shulamite
that we may gaze upon you” . She, however, isnow incorporated into one-
nesswith her lover and king, so to those on the outside it seems she has
disappeared. Itisthe Lord who answersfor her, saying, “Why isit you look
for thisspiritual man? Do not mournfor him. .. hehaspassed through along
spiritua journey, and hasfinished hiscourse! Reoicewith the dancing of
twoarmies’ (In Song of Solomon 6:13, “Mahanaim” means*two camps”)!

Become Selfless

What isit to experience death? First of all, it isto become selfless.
Thisisthefirst indicator that someoneisexperiencing what it isto be
conformed to the death of Jesus. Throughout His entire earthly life,
Jesuslived Hislifeinthereality of death. When He said on the cross,
“Itisfinished,” He entered into another realm, but evenin Hisearthly
life His communi cation waswith the things of the earth. Aswe servethe
saints, we should have the realization that we are before the Lord, not
before them. In asense, we become dead even to the reactions of others,
foritistheLord wearealiveto, and Himwe serve.

There may be a saint whose existence seemsto be for nothing other
than bothering you. That isagood opportunity for you to learn thefellow-
ship of Hissufferingsand to enter into further conformity to Hisdeath. If
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you are someone conformed to the death of Christ, you can shakethe hand
of such aone, eventhough hetruly actsasyour enemy, and lovehimjust as
youwouldloveany other brother.

Living Not Your Own Life, but TheLife of Another

When you are dead, the onein you who respondsto things or reactsor
defends or holds onto fame or honor or name has been wiped away. You
become selfless. Thisisatrait of the death of Christ. How does such a
death come about? It comes about dueto the fact you become one hundred
percent onewith God. What did Christ ever do that wason Hisown?He
never did onething of Hisown choice; He never lived His“own” life. He
did only what He saw HisFather doing, and He spoke only what His Father
was speaking (John 5:19; 6:57; 8:28; 10:30; 12:49-50). Todo everythingin
onenesswith another isdeath to theindependent self. Thelife Christ lived
was absolutely one with the Father. Such alife equals death to our self.
When you areincorporated with God and Christ, everything you do will be
intheprincipleof death.

Thisisnot something that you can pick up asateaching. Whenyou are
young, itisdoubtful you will know much of thefellowship of Hissufferings,
but you can still partake of Hisdeath. 1t may not be something fully formed
inyour life, but you can partake of it. You can also say that whenever you
experiencethefellowship of Hissufferingsthat you partake of Hisdeath,
for to beonewith the Lord sleading isto bein the process of being con-
formed to Hisdeath.

To all thisyou may say “Amen!”... but when you depart to do other
thingsyou will probably still do whatever you think isproper, or perhaps
evenwhat you may fee may beablessing to the church. Among the churches
today, how many can say, “| am conformed to His death”? Some almost
seem to look down upon usif we say, “1 only follow Christ.” The Lord,
however, desiresthat we would follow Him. Thismeansthat even when
something seemsunreasonable or strange or foolishin the eyesof men, we
must still doit, if the Lord isleading. There are many who have given up
high positionsand moved from desirablelocationssmply becausetheLord
led themto do so. Intheeyesof theworld, itisfolly to give up one'scareer
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and financial security. Asyou follow the Lordin such things, however, you
can experiencewhat it isto be conformed to Hisdeath. Still, we can never
say we are totally conformed to the Lord’s death, because there will al-
ways be so much moreintherealmof resurrection for usto experience!

Even if Not Yet Conformed to HisDeath, We Can Partakein it

If youareyoung, itisgood that you tell the Lord that you arewilling to
follow however the Lord would lead, and that you would speak whatever
He givesyou to speak, and that you would do whatever the Lord would
have you do. To do thisisto indicate you are accepting the principle of
Jesus' life, which wasto do or say or go nowhere other than wherever the
Father wasdoing or saying or going. Hewould not depart from His Father
to liveindependently. That isthe principle of death: your self-lifeisgone.
Eventualy such alifedoestake onaform. Thisisquite mature. Eventudly,
though, no one can say they havefully arrived at this stage.

An Ever Deepening Experience

For usto think we have achieved such athing isfar too high, but still we
should seek to enter intoiit. In both the crucid thingsand inthesmall things,
may we desireto be so onewiththe Lord that Hisdeath might beapplied to
us and become our reality. We should never grow out of this cycle of
experiencing the power of Hisresurrection, thefellowship of Hissufferings
and conformation to His death. Regardless how much we have experi-
enced these things, our experience can never be adequate.

Those Conformed To His Death Become A Source of Life

Thosewho know something of what it isto be conformed to Hisdeath
become asource of lifeto others. To beasource of lifein the church does
not necessarily mean that you are an able minister or leader or that you are
ableto do so many things. Whenever someone has passed through these
thingsand hasentered further into the Lord’ sdeeth, this person becomesa
source of supply in the church. When you are with such ones, you are
blessed simply because of who they have become asthey lived alife of
following God and being conformed to the death of His Son.
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When | wasayoung Christian, at acertain point | became very discouraged
over my seeming lack of spiritual victory, and | began to question everything. |
wasreally cast down. Therefore, | asked my sister Beth to accompany meto
seean older spiritual sister. We arrived at where shewasliving, and weretold
shewould be out shortly. | asked my sister to pray with me, and we began to
pray. Whenthissister cameout, shesimply joined into pray with us. While she
waspraying, | experienced the heavensbeing opened, and | became adifferent
person. | prayed, “| am crucified with Christ! | died with Christ!” | wasfilled
with the Spirit. After that prayer, the sister asked, “Young brother, do you have
anything you want to fellowship?’ My response wasthat it was no longer nec-
essary, for | had beentotally opened up. The element of death had so operated
in that sister that life was able to operate in me while | waswith her, as Paul
mentioned in 2 Corinthians4:12. Thosewho livein the principle of death open
theway for othersto experiencelife.

How mysteriousisthe operation of thisvery Christ! May webeabletotell
the Lord, “I know the power of resurrection. | know what You have accom-
plished. | know | am united with Youinlife. Now | am advancing into thefellow-
ship of Your sufferings, for | know thisto bethe principle of Your own operation.
| am ableto passthrough sufferingsas You are being mingled with mein nature.
Thismingling within grants me the way to enter into thisfellowship in Your
sufferings. Eventuadly, | will beconformedtoYour death.” Aswe are conformed
to Hisdeath, our apprehension of Christ will become so vast, so great...words
cannot expressit. It will produce something so outstanding. At such apoint you
will beableto say, “I really KNOW Him!”

Should we not all thank the Lord and tell Him, “We worship You thatitis
possible for usto know You in thisway. Grant us growth. Grant us spiritual
understanding. May we passthrough the experience of resurrection, thefellow-
ship of Your suffering, and becoming conformed to Your death, so that we might
become a source of blessing in the church life, for al the membersin Your
Body.” TheLord tellsusin John 12:24 that it isonly when agrain of wheat
fallsinto the ground and diesthat fruit can be gained. The seed experiences
resurrection, so befearful of nothing. The base of al of thisisresurrection,
whichisthedivineand mystical realm, the realm of the Spirit. Resurrection
isthe base of all your spiritual experience. - Titus Chu
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Chapter 4 of the book, Onenessand The One Accord:

THE KEEPING OF THE MYSTICAL ONENESS
ACCORDING TO THE BOOK OF EPHESIANSAND THE
EXAMPLE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL

AN INTRODUCTORY WORD

Inthischapter we encounter achallengeto every local church: how to
practically keep the mystical oneness of the Body of Christ. On the one
hand, Paul presentsthe high revelation of onenessin hiswonderful epistle
to the Ephesians, and yet on the other, heemphasizesitsoutworking in such
aplaceasthechurchin Corinth. Thisissurely something of God' sarrange-
ment, for every local churchis, in experience, the churchin Corinth. Re-
gardless of what locality we livein, we can testify that the Corinthians
“abnormal” situation isactually the norm. Thereforewe shouldn’t betoo
bothered when we consider our problems, becauseit is normal to have
problemsinthechurchlife.

Whenl first cameinto therecovery, | wasunaware of this. To me, even
the chairsin the meeting hall seemed to be sanctified. At that time, had |
been aware of adl theproblemsinthe churchlife, | would have been greatly
surprised. Over theyears, however, | have witnessed many of thethings
found in Corinth among the churches, and | have cometo redlizethat they
aresomewhat normal. What should concern usisnot whether achurch has
problems, but how those problems are handled. If a servant of the Lord
knows how to handle the problems properly, abnormal situations can be
turned to strength. If, however, the oneswho are serving do not know how
to handle situations properly, the problems can become the source of both
ingtitution and organi zation within the church. Any group that takesthat line
eventually developsinto adenomination.

Recently | went to London to fell owship about matters concerning the
Lord’swork. Whilel wasthere| visited the city of Plymouth. During the
nineteenth century, Plymouth wasthe place where John Nelson Darby and
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BenjaminWillsNewton, along with many other notable brothers, ministered
among the so-called Plymouth Brethren. | wanted to seewhat remained of
that blessed timein the history of the L ord’ srecovery. Eventually wefound
aplace where the Brethren were still meeting and contacted one of the
leading brothersthere. When we asked him about hisappreciation of John
Nelson Darby, hereplied he had not even heard of Darby. Instead, hisword
was that they were agroup who “looked forward instead of backward.”
Welearned from him that therewere other Brethren groups meetinginthe
city, and that hishall wasthe onethat cared for the young people. Wethen
met with agroup of older saints, who were burdened for those confined to
nursing homes. One hundred andfifty yearsearlier, many highand glorious
truths had been manifested among the Plymouth Brethren through the min-
istry of anumber of servantswho had been raised up by the Lord. Now it
appearsthat little of that deposit remainsamong them. Thishelped meto
redlizethat it isthe church donethat iseterna, not anything or anyoneelse.

I hopeweal will rissup with thisrealization and | et everything else go.
When | am gone, | trust that another will carry on, and that person also
should have the expectation that someone elsewill be ableto goonto carry
forward what the L ord has committed to him. What is of eternity, however,
isthe church. Everything else will fade away. All the movements of the
Lord and all the servants of the Lord are of time, but the churchiseternal.
Brothersand sisters, we haveto realize how wonderful itisthat wearein
the church.

THE ETERNAL PURPOSE OF THE ONE UNIQUE GOD
AS THE GOD OF ONENESS

ThechurchisGod'seternal purpose. Itisthegoal of the Father’spre-
destination, the Son’sredemption, and the sealing of the Spirit (Eph. 1:1-14).
Thethreeareone God, of course, and should not betoo strongly differenti-
ated. For example, isnot Jesus al so the Spirit who dwellswithin you? The
Bible, however, doesmakeadistinction asto how the Father, the Son, and
the Spirit function for thefulfillment of God's purpose. The Father predes-
tinated usto be His church beforethe creation of theworld, and intimethe
Son cameto redeem us. Eventually we received the Spirit, who appliesall
that the Triune God isto us.

VOL. 6 : NO. 4 31



Seeing this, the apostle desired that we would substantiate thisdivine
reality in our experience, so he prayed that God would grant usaspirit of
wisdom and revelation in thefull knowledge of Him (Eph. 1:17).

THE DIVINE OPERATION OF THE ONE UNIQUE GOD
AS THE GOD OF ONENESS—
CREATING THE CHURCH, THE ONE NEW MAN

We often think that our positivevirtuesare good for the church. Perhaps
onebrother isvery nice, another isvery humble, and another isvery zeal-
ous. Can our niceness, humility, and zeal befor the church?No. Thechurch
canonly bebuilt upwithwhat iscreated in usasapart of the new creation.

Every saved person hastwo lives. Our first lifeisthat whichisbegotten
of our parents. We have received another life, however, at thetime of our
regeneration. At that time something divine cameinto us, an e ement that
producesthe church. Thisisthe new creation, not in the sense of time, but
in the sense of element and essence. What is of God isaways fresh and
new.

Young peopleare often told that they arethe church’shope. Thereisa
Chineseproverb: “Hewhoisyet astudent should be esteermed morehighly
than hewho hasrisento power.” In other words, you cannot say how high
ayoung person will rise. A student may even become the president, who
knows? Therefore, according to thissaying, you should treat every young
person with respect. But being young does not automatically makeyou the
hope of the church. We all must grow in the Lord, for the hope of the
churchisChrist Himself.

When you see a group of saints, do you see the church? Thisis only
possibleif you see Christ. If you only seean older brother, ayounger brother,
or a Chinese brother, then you are not seeing the church. You must see
Chrigtinthesaints. Whenyou see Christindl thesaints, you seethechurch.

The Law of Commandments
in Ordinances Has Been Abolished

Ephesiansgoesonto tell usthat in the church, asthe new man, thelaw
of commandmentsin ordinances hasbeen abolished (Eph. 2:15). Thisindi-
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catesthat in the church we should not place demands upon the saints. We
should not give othersthefeeling that there are many requirementsamong
us. All such thingshave been abolished! Instead of ademanding churchlife,
we should haveachurch lifewhere everyoneis supplied and happy!

Joy isthe mark of having Christ. What is the mark of having Christ
among the saintsin your locality? Joy! If the leading brothers bring the
saintsinto ordinances and commandments, the free flowing enjoyment of
Chrigt disappears. Nothing ismorejoyful thanto beenjoying Christ withthe
saintsin the absence of commandments and ordinances. We arefree, we
love Jesus, and we areinthechurchlife! Hallelujah!

We Are Those Who Were Far Off but Now Have Become Near in
the Blood of Jesus Christ

When weinstruct othersin Christian matters, we should not lead them
into the law. We should befreeto feed one another, pray and read the Bible
together, and do dl thingsinjoyfulness. Yes, wedo confront many problems
inthechurchlife. Butinstead of reacting to them by introducing regulations,
we should learn not to worry about them so much. Paul tellsuswe haveall
been brought near intheblood of Christ (Eph. 2:13). Whether you think one
personisbetter or another isworse, each one equally sharesin the blood of
Christ ashisportion. Because of the blood of Christ, we can beone, regard-
lessof our problems.

Doesanyone believethat he only needstheblood of Christ alittlebit?
All day long every one of us needsthe blood of Christ to speak for us! In
this blood we are al brought near. We al share the same status in the
church because of theblood of Christ. You havetheblood of Christ, and |
also have the blood of Christ. In this blood we who were far off have
become near.

Now Together We Can Receive the Gospel of Peace
Asthosewho are brought near inthe blood of Christ, we can sharethe
gospel of peace. In the church, our testimony should be that there are no

problems among us. As we are enjoying the church life, we experience
peacetowardsthe brothersand sisters. Therefore, we should not produce
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reasonsfor disharmony. For instance, we should not ook for differences
among us, nor place expectations upon others according to our concepts.
Christ has produced peace among us. When we rai se issues, this peace
disappears.

Whenweallow Christ to ruleinthe churchlife, enjoy the freedom to
pursue Him, and experience the peace He has produced among us, we are
enabled to cometo the Father together in one Spirit (Eph. 2:18).

THE DIVINE PRINCIPLE OF THE ONE UNIQUE
GOD OF ONENESS FOR HIS CHURCH:
ENDEAVORING TO KEEPTHE ONENESS OF THE SPIRIT IN THE
UNITING BOND OF PEACE

The Greek word used for onenessin Ephesians4:3 ishenotes, the state
of being one. Thiswordisused only two timesin the New Testament. Its
first useishere, regarding the oneness of the Spirit. The second useisin
Ephesians4:13, regarding the oneness of thefaith and of thefull knowledge
of the Son of God. The Greek word for one in Ephesians 2:15 (one new
man) is heis, which refers to being one in nature and essence. Henotes
refersto the state or quality of being in one accord and being in harmony.
Such onenessdoesnot take away the distinctiveness of itsmembers. Brother
Leeindicatesthat thisonenessisaunity without uniformity, aunity with
diversity.

In Ephesiansfour wefind the seven ones. Thereisone Body, one Spirit,
and onecalling (Eph. 4:4). We have one L ord, onefaith, and one baptism
(Eph. 4:5). Then we have one God, the Father, who isover all and through
al andinall (Eph. 4:6).

IntheTriune God thereisthisdivine onenessfor the accomplishment of
Hiseternal purpose. Our responsibility isto endeavor to keep thisoneness
of the Spirit in theuniting bond of peace (Eph. 4:3). Theonenessisaready
here. Now we simply need to keepiit.

Instead of endeavoring to keep the oneness, we often raiseissues, and
issues|ead to division, not oneness. We should not be for anything other
than Christ. We should not befor young people, for old people, for Cauca
sians, for Chinese, for the sophisticated, or for the simple. Canwenot just
recognizethat weall are His, and that weall love Him?
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Somehavethe habit of questioning othersuntil they find somethingwith
whichthey disagree. They may even do thiswith the thought that they must
discover what others need to be corrected about, so they might be brought
into their kind of oneness. Instead of feeling we must produce akind of
conformity, we should recognize that God desiresthat we endeavor to keep
the oneness of the Spirit that He has already produced. The sweetness
existing between the believersis damaged when we place demands upon
othersor raiseissuesover thingsthat differ. Wedo not need to endeavor to
produce the oneness; our endeavoring rather should beto keepit. Let us
endeavor to keep the oneness!

THE TRANSMITTING OF THE ONE UNIQUE GOD
AS THE GOD OF ONENESS—
THE ONE UNIQUEMINISTRY

How isthisonenesstransmitted to us? It istransmitted by the one unique
ministry, by the apostles, prophets, evangelists, and shepherd-teachers (Eph.
4:11-12). Thisoneministry issorichthat it requiresfour categoriesof gifted
members to carry it out. What all the ministersin this New Testament
ministry produceisthe onenessof thefaith (Eph. 4:13). Over aperiod of 44
years, | saw how Witness L ee endeavored to produce this oneness. Over
the ages, the ministers who carry this New Testament ministry have la-
bored to transmit thefaith into the believers so they could becomejoined to
the Lord and to one another, and so they could grow until they together
would becomeafull grown man. Inthisway, all the believerswill arrive at
the measure of the stature of thefullness of Christ.

THE EXAMPLE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL

In the apostle Paul we see someone who not only taught oneness, but
aso practiced it. In the church in Corinth many were claiming to be of Paull,
while some said they were of Apollosand others. Thisisavery easy thing
to do, even among ustoday. Paul madeit very clear that Christ cannot be
divided (1 Cor. 1:12-13). Thisisagreat truth. | have noright to stand asa
Chinese, and you have no right to stand as an American. One should not
proclaimthat heisfor thisserving oneor that serving one. One should not
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proclaimthat heisfor the young people, and another, that heisfor senior
citizens. Christ cannot bedivided. All believers, by lifeand nature, areone. In
additionto sharing the samelifeand nature, we should reglizethat no onehas
died for usexcept Christ, nor havewe been baptized into any other name.

Honoring the Ministry of Others

Paul realized the preciousness of hisministry, yet hehonored theminis-
triesof othersbecause heknew only God could givethe growth (1 Cor. 3:6-
7). Few who servethe L ord ever gain thisrealization. Paul wasclear that to
divisively declarethat they were of one servant or another was something
of theflesh. Hewas clear enough to say that not only was he nothing, but
Apollosasowasnothing, for God wasthe onewho caused the believersto
grow. | am thankful that | have been able to labor among you, but any
growth cannot beattributed to me or to any other servant of theLord, for it
isGod alonewho causesthe growth. Thereforewearefor Christ alone. I
we seethis, wewill not make suchissuesinthe churchlife. Our onenessis
of Christ alone. Take away Christ, and thereisno oneness.

Being Only One of the Many Ministers of Christ

Paul also realized that no matter how rich and spiritual hisministry was,
hewas only one among many ministersof Christ. Hefurther realized that
whatever portion any minister had, it wasfor the church. Paul said, “ So
thenlet no oneboastin men, for al thingsareyours, whether Paul or Apollos
or Cephasor theworld or life or death or things present or thingsto come,
al areyours’ (1 Cor. 3:21-22). | do not know how many are ableto sin-
cerely say this. Paul, however, was very clear that all the serving ones
bel ong to the saints. Paul realized that no matter how rich hisministry was,
it wasonly apart of the New Testament ministry. In other words, Paul is
yours, John Nelson Darby isyours, Watchman Neeisyours, and Witness
Leeisyours. Whether inthe east or thewest, in the past, present, or future,
al the manifested servantsare yours. You should have the feeling when-
ever you see any serving one: “I am so happy heismine!” You are not
theirs; they areyours. Therefore do not say, “| am of somebody,” for that
somebody isfor you.
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| dentified with Different Saints
for the Sake of Oneness

Paul identified himself with al in such away that hemight gaindl. Hedid this
for the sake of the oneness. To the Jews, he became as a Jew; to those under
law, he became as one under law; and to those without law, he was as one
without law, although not without law to God. He came as one under the law of
Christ. He made an effort to identify himself with all the various saints. To the
weak, he became weak. He became al thingsto all men that he might save
somefrom all backgrounds (1 Cor. 9:19-23). For this cause, hewaswilling to
forfeit hisownidentity. To our thought, amature serving one should behaveina
peculiar, “ spiritua” way, perhapslost in holy contemplation. Paul, however, was
not likethis. When hewaswith others, he dropped everything but Christ. He
wastruly aspiritual man. Such aperson isableto practicethe oneness. May we
all take Paul as our pattern for the sake of oneness!

FROM THE MINISTRY OF WITNESS LEE

...To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority
of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance
among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me. Therefore, King Agrippa,
I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. — Acts 26:18-19

Whenever you talk with people it should open their eyes. This is something different
from merely teaching someone. This is the way to realize whether or not a ministry is
living. If a ministry is living, it must open people’s eyes. A man may be quite learned,
possessing a high degree, but when he speaks he does not open the eyes of people.
On the other hand, another brother may be unskilled in utterance and even stammer-
ing in his speaking, but because of his vision he can open people’s eyes. When you
have the heavenly vision, you will open others’ eyes even if you speak without elo-
quence. You may be dull in utterance, but skilled in opening people’s eyes. Saul as a
young man in God'’s plan had his eyes opened, so he knew how to open the inner eyes
of others. Whether or not your word, your ministry, could open other people’s eyes
depends upon how much you have seen and how much you have experienced...
(Witness Lee, A Young Man in God’s Plan, p. 35)

To the lost world minister Christ
The precious One you possess,
Imparting Christ to those you love
As all their gain and success.
To the lost world minister Christ
The very Christ you enjoy,
Imparting Christ to all your friends
As all their boast and their joy.
(Hymn #922)
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AFTER THE FOUNDING FATHERS:

Historical Case Studies:
Count Zinzendorf & James Taylor

The departure of brother Witness Lee a decade ago on June
9, 1997 attheage of 91 marked the end of an era. Given Watchman
Nee's passing 25 years earlier, it meant that the “founding fathers!
of the Lord’s present recovery” were both gone. Many Christian
groups face a crucial transition when their! “founding father” passes
away. The death of John Wesley (d. 1791) was a crucial juncture
for Methodists. The decease of John Nelson Darby (d. 1882) was a
turning point for the Plymouth Brethren. Similarly the departure of
brother Witness Lee was a watershed event for the Lord’s recovery.
At such junctures crucial decisions are made which determine
whether the Lord’s move remains a vibrant force or becomes
institutionalized.? Here we examine two case studies involving
contrasting responses to the passing of the “founding fathers”"—the
Moravian Church’s responseto Zinzendorf's death and the Exclusive
Brethren’s reaction to the passing of James Taylor Sr.3 Both cases
offer lessons for us today.

The Moravian Church after Zinzendorf’s Departure

CountNicholas von Zinzendorf (1700-60) has been identified
asacrucial figure*inthe 18t century recovery of the church-life. Under
Zinzendorf’s leadership the Moravian Brethren established a vibrant
church-lifeand a vision to bring Christ to all nations. W. Nee declares,>
“They were the first group of brothers to go throughout the entire
worldto evangelize.” Fromsmall beginnings in Germany they pioneered
the gospel’s spread to slaves in the Caribbean, Inuitin Greenland and
the First Nations of N. America. Their success in gaining “souls for the
Lamb” from among “the heathen” was without parallel among
Christians. In 1749 the Moravian Church wasrecognized asan“ancient
Church” by the British government. This endorsement seemingly
established their orthodoxy and allowed them to operate within the
expanding British Empire. Yet shortly thereafter the Moravian Church
faced a serious crisis.
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Branded as an Extreme Sect, on the Brink of Financial
Ruin

Count Zinzendorf was more of a visionary than a practical
administrator. Under hisleadership the Church’s expansion wasfunded
by personalloans. By the 1750’s, expenditures were out of controland
the Church was over-extended. This precipitated a spectacular crash
inthe Church’s creditand reputation.® Worse still, detractors pounced
on this opportunity, issuing an orchestrated avalanche of books and
pamphlets attacking Zinzendorf and the Moravian Church, further
damagingtheirreputation. Key Evangelical figures likeJohn Wesley and
George Whitefield forsook them and joined in the attacks. The effect
was nearly ruinous. Critics questioned Zinzendorf’s orthodoxy, citing
his radical emphasis on the Son among the Trinity and his depiction
oftheHoly Spiritas Mother.” Butitwas his graphic“Blood and Wounds”
theology which fuelled the most controversy.

Zinzendorf’s Graphic 'Blood & Wounds' Theology

Christ’s crucifixion wounds, especially His wounded side, were
central to Zinzendorf’s theology. “The holy side of Jesus is a central
pointfromwhich one can derive everything spiritual,” Zinzendorf said.®
To him®“Swimming in the blood of Christ...[was ] an expression of the
soul’s desire for eternal life in Christ.” The Moravians saw themselves
as a community of believers living both literally and mystically within
the side-wound of Christ. They were “bees around the corpse of
Christ” and “worms in the wounds of Jesus,” worshipping the Savior's
wounds “so moist, so gory.” Few areas of their church-life were left
untouched by theirblood-and-woundstheology. They lived, worshipped,
worked and loved within the wounds of Christ. 1% Children were raised
singing praises to the side wound, and the dead were laid to rest in
[Christ’s] open side.” The graphic depictions and intense imagery of
Moravian hymns were offensive to other believersi! and embarrassing
to themselves. They were portrayed as a weird Christian sect with
heterodox beliefs. Under blistering attack from foes and former-
friends,*? in 1755 Zinzendorf retreated from England to his native
Germany indisgrace. When he passed away fiveyears laterthe Church
had lost its credibility. Shunned by Christian leaders and engulfed in
financial troubles it drew in upon itself. The future looked bleak. It was
a crucial juncture.
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New Leadership, Decisive Actions

The new leadership confronted a crisis calling for decisive action.
The North American leader, Spangenberg*s (1704-92), was recalled to
Europe where he rapidly emerged as the “first among equals” in the
Moravian Church eldership. The Church assumed responsibility for the
mountain of accumulated debt and introduced strict financial controls.
It was a close call; several times the Church tottered on the brink of
financial ruin. Yet they staved off bankruptcy and survived. More
importantly, the eldersintroduced measuresto clarify their stand, revive
confidence in the Church and restore its good name. The Moravian
leadership made statements:

Reaffirming theirorthodoxy, they resolved to makethe Heavenly
Father a more central object of their teaching and worship.

They apologized for extra-biblical teachings, admitting*#*we
have formerly expressed many private opinions and made such
representations of the truth, both in our preaching and in our printed
books, which have no foundation in holy Writ [ Scripture] and have given
offence.”

Concerning Count Zinzendorf, they distinguished between his
personal sentiments and the Church’s stand. Theleadership pointed out
that **“Moravians were not required to defend Zinzendorf’s ‘private
opinions’.” Moreover, “the Church wished to erase...the impression
made by his sometimes unorthodox teaching.” They withdrew offensive
published writings.

They reaffirmed the primacy of the Bible. *"The Holy
Scriptures...shall remain the only standard and rule both of the doctrine
and practice of the Moravian Church,” they declared.

They reiterated their mission goals—""Our missions are the
most important work of God, entrusted unto the [Moravian] Brethren
by our Lord Himself." Despite financial constraints, as the Lord led,
overseas missions would not be reduced; they would be expanded.

From Radical Fringe to Mainstream Model

Thereform measures worked. Shorn of its unorthodox trappings,
the vital church-life and gospel endeavour initiated by Zinzendorf
prospered. The Moravians published a History of Greenland, detailing their
success among the Inuit. They launched a mission to the Inuit in
Labrador, Canada. Mission outposts were also established in the
American colonies, the Caribbean (St. Thomas, St. Croix, Antigua,
Jamaica,) Surinam, Ghana, South Africa, Greenland, Algeria, Russia, Sri
Lanka, Iranand Egypt. As Watchman Nee says, ‘¢ The Moravian Church
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became the strongest missionary body at that time. Their believers
spread to every corner of the world.” Over the next 30 years (1760-
92) the Moravian Church became the recognized authority in the field
of foreign missions. When William Carey incited his complacent fellow-
Baptists, the Moravians were his model. **See what these Moravians
havedone! Can’t we Baptists at least attempt something in [faithfulness]
to the same Lord?" he challenged. As the 18" century closed, the
Moravians had been successfully rehabilitated from the radical fringe to
become the mainstream model of the missionary Church among
evangelicals. There-evaluationinitiated by Spangenberg wasinstrumental
in that restoration.

TheTaylor Brethren—Establishing the Binding Authority of ‘the Ministry’

The Exclusive Brethren'’s transition following the demise of
James Taylor Sr. contrasts with that among the Moravians. The
decease of James Taylor Sr. was a watershed event forthe Brethren.
For 50 years, Taylor's personal leadership had been universally
recognized and accepted among them. In no other fundamental
group was authority personally vested inasingle leadertothe degree
it was in James Taylor. He was regarded as “God’s elect vessel"—
in today’s term, the “Minister of the Age”"—whose teaching carried
apostolicauthority. His ministry embodied God's up-todate speaking.
Taylor's death in 1953 created a vacuum with the potential of
undermining the Exclusive Brethren’s unity. To those concerned
aboutthefuture?®*In his absence...the ongoingimplementation and
enforcement of his teaching appeared essential to the continuing
cohesion of the group.” An unofficial group of prominent leaders
arose tofill the leadership void. It served as?! “an oligarchy working
with a mutual aim of reinforcing the authority of previous ministry,
particularly Taylor’s.” Its actions were aimed at?? “promoting the
ongoing implementation of Taylor’s ministry, alongside a move to
establish beyond challenge its binding status.”

In contrast to the Moravians, there was no re-evaluation of
Taylor's ministry among the Brethren after his passing; no reconsideration
of histeachingsinthelight of Scripture. Nodistinction was made between
Taylor's personal sentiments and the Church’s stand. The leaders
promoted the view that Taylor’'s ministry was to be embraced in its
entirety. Doubtful doctrines, like the notion that the Holy Spirit should
be an object of worship,?* became dogma rather than being discarded.
One leader warned those who were wavering, >*'If you are going to
remain happily in fellowship with the Brethren...you must accept all Mr.
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Taylor’s ministry.” The subsequent elevation of Taylor's ministry
spawned the view that his?> “ministry...was on a par with Scripture.
Indeed...its authority went beyond that of the Bible."” In effect, Taylor’s
ministry became a “third testament,” among these Exclusive Brethren.
Thefew“dissenters”whodared question the supreme authority ascribed
to “the up-to-date ministry” were silenced or excommunicated.
Nevertheless the unofficial self-appointed oligarchy lacked the muscle
and cohesion necessary to maintain the uniformity which had characterized
the Brethren underasingle leader. Within a decade of Taylor's decease,
hisson, James Taylor Jr.emerged to claim hisfather’s leadership mantle
and enforce legalistic compliance to ‘the ministry.’ A new era of despotic
control had begun. Today, 50 years after James Taylor’s passing, this
branch of Brethren is widely regarded as an exclusive Christian sect. It
remains isolated, in-bred and irrelevant on the radical fringe of
Christianity.

Conclusion—Time for a Re-evaluation?

The passing of the“founding fathers” offers a unique opportunity
for Christian groups to re-evaluate their teachings and practices as they
enter a new era. In the New Testament and Christian history each of
thelord’sservants had theirshortages and made mistakes. Peter denied
Christ and returned to his former occupation (John 21). Even after
Pentecost, on occasion he compromised with Judaism (Gal. 2). The
Apostle Paul performed a Nazarite vow (Acts 21:18-26). Subsequent
servants of the Lord, though mightily used of God, are notimmune from
error.2® One historical pattern of transition is the Taylor Brethren where
Taylor's ministry in its entirety became the authoritative standard to
which compliance was demanded. Another, more promising example, is
the Moravian Church where Zinzendorf's legacy was re-evaluated after
his passing. That re-examination and re-statement of the Church’s
position saved the Moravians from being condemned to obscurity as a
radical fringe cult. It rehabilitated them to be the mainstream model for
evangelicals, especially in terms of mission. The impact of that “re-
positioning” persists until today.?”

A decade has elapsed since our brother Witness Lee completed
his course on June 9, 1997. Perhaps it's time the Lord’s recovery
commenced a similar re-examination. Watchman Nee warned against
perpetuating a work when God takes away His workers, violating the
important Scriptural principle that?® “David ‘served his own generation
and slept’ (Acts 13:36). He could not serve two.” In his final public
ministry, brother Witness Lee said (concerning receiving believers)*“ We
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allmade mistakes in this matterin the past, I myselfincluded; I confess
that I had, for this matter and before the Lord, a very painful
repentance. I am really sorry.” To some observers this parting word
strongly suggests that the Lord’s recovery should not simply continue
with “business as usual” after Witness Lee’s passing. Rather it implies
some re-consideration and modification is needed in the teachings and
practices affecting our relationships with believers“outside the recovery.”
Other benevolent commentators suggest a more wide-ranging re-
examination is necessary if the Lord’s recovery is to avoid the stigma of
being labeled a “Christian cult.”° A recently published “"Open Letter” by
over sixty Evangelical Christian Scholars and Leaders also calls for such

a re-evaluation.?! - Nigel Tomes
NOTES:
1. Although not a biblical term, we use the expression “founding father.”

The “Phoenix Accord” (Feb. 2003) signed by certain leading co-workers-
brothers from both the Great Lakes area and S. California contains a statement
which refers to “spiritual fathers.” It says, “We acknowledge Watchman Nee and
Witness Lee as our spiritual fathers in the Lord whose ministries constitute the
basis for the teaching and leading in the recovery today.”

2. Watchman Nee warned againstinstitutionalization, saying, “Oncethere
was the blessing of the Lord, men organized something to contain the blessing.

...When the grace of God comes, men immediately set up an organization
to keep it. The organization remains, but the content is lost. However,
the cup cannot be broken, there are always those who are zealous to maintain
the cup continuously. Here is a matter of principle: The students of
Wesley could never be equal to Wesley, nor could the students of
Calvin match Calvin. The schools of the prophets seldom produced prophets—
all the great prophets were chosen by God from the wilderness. The Spirit of God
descends upon whomsoever He will. He is the Head of the church, not we. Men
always think the living water is valuable and must be kept by
organization, but it gradually declines through the generations until
it completely dries up.” (Watchman Nee, Collected Works of Watchman Nee,
\ol. 47, p. 57, emphasis added)

3. The transition of the Exclusive (Taylor) Brethren following the death of
James Taylor Sr. may be particularly relevant to the present situation in the
Lord’s recovery because the similarities are striking. (1) Both Taylor and
Watchman Nee were highly appreciative of John Nelson Darby’s writings. Many
of the teachings in the recovery can be traced back to the early Brethren,
especially Darby. (2) The paths of W. Nee and James Taylor crossed in the
1930’s. In 1932-35 the Taylor Brethren felt that “they received en masse a
considerable number of Christians in mainland China, [i.e the local churches]
who met in ninety Brethren-style meetings under the leadership of Watchman
Nee. The links were short-lived....” [Roger Shuff, Searching For The True Church,
(Paternoster, 2005) p. 40] The fact that (according to their realization) Taylor’s
group received the 90 local churches into their fellowship suggests they saw
much in common between the two movements. (3) Some teachings recently

(continued on p. 46)
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AreWeMerely Propping Up the Work of God?

Inthe previousarticle, Nigel Tomescomparestwo movesof theLord, and
their outcome based upon how theinvolved saints determined to carry on
after theleader had passed from the scene.

TheLord’ swork of recovery isaspiritual matter, and therefore no identifi-
able group or movement besidesthe Church itself should feel they alone
havethe privilege of carrying it forward, asthough they were the unique
peopleof God. Thework of God iswith whomever He chooses. Therefore
when terms such as “Lord’s recovery” are used, we must be clear about
their intended meaning. Dowemean “Lord’sRecovery” ?If so, perhapswe
have already been passed by asfar asthe Lord’'s current work on the earth
isconcerned.

A.W. Tozer, onewho was particularly burdened over the state of the Church,
writes of thistendency toimpose human structure to God'swork:

Churches and societies founded by saintly men with courage, faith and
sanctified imagination appear unable to propagate themselves on the
same spiritual level beyond one or two generations. The spiritual fa-
thers were not able to sire others with courage and faith equal to their
own. The fathers had God and little else, but their descendants lose
their vision and look to methods and constitutions for the power their
hearts tell them they lack. Then rules and precedents harden into a
protective shell where they can take refuge from trouble. It is always
easier and safer to pull in our necks than to fight things out on the field
of battle.

Inall our fallen lifethereisa strong gravitational pull toward complex-
ity and away fromthings simple and real. There seemsto be a sad inevi-
tability back of our morbid urge toward spiritual suicide. Only by pro-
phetic insight, watchful prayer and hard work can we reverse the trend
and recover the departed glory.!

Again, however, | would ask whoisthe“we” here?
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When certain brothersamong us began to put forward the matter of “one publi-
cation” and so on, it reminded mevery much of the operation of theearly church
father Ignatius, attempting to get all theducksinarow” so that the believers
might be protected rather than misguided by the “ different teachings” of his
day? Hisresponseto what he perceived to be the danger was simple: establish
onecentral leader, or bishop (overseer), in every locality, rather than rely upon
thefunction of agroup of bishop/elders ashad been originally arranged inthe
NT. Humanly, it may have seemed ahealthy thing to do, but it was not something
God had directed or ordained. Therefore, asmany historians acknowledge, a
hierarchy was produced that grew level by level, until when tied to the thought of
apostolic succession® it evolved into the worldwide papal system centeredin
Rome.

| like Tozer’scomment on “ prophetic insight, watchful prayer and hardwork” ...
(hard work being amatter of paying the priceto fellowship). | particularly am
impressed with thematter of prayer... but not merely “watchful” prayer... just
prayer! | dsowould liketo contrast two case studies, asNigel did.

InActs 15, we see aresponse to asituation among the churchesthat seemed to
comeout of fellowship, and evenresulted in James saying, “ 1t seemed good to
theHoly Spiritandtous...” (v.28). But what only seemed good out of thiskind
of fellowship produced something that apparently wasnot so profitable. It doesn’t
appear that Paul carried that pronouncement everywhere or proclaimedit onhis
gospel journeys. It seemed more a compromise than a genuine move of the
Lord. Inshort, although it seemed good and had someinitial effect, it wasulti-
mately not that helpful to the Lord’smove, and perhaps even contained adam-
aging dement.

Comparethiswith Acts 13:2°. Astheleadersin Antioch were* ministering to the
Lord and fasting the Spirit spoke to them: ‘ Set apart for menow...”” A clear
word of the Spirit cameforth because of that prayer, initiating adefinite move of
theLord. May there be sometoday among uswho areministering totheLordin
thisway. We are not hereto prop something up of what the Lord hasdone. We
arehereto givetheLord away to do whatever it isHeis seeking to do today.
How shall wedothis?Let ushand thereinsover to Christ and allow Himto take
theinitiative among usaswe minister to Him. - John Berglund
(notes on p. 48)
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(continued from p. 43)

emphasized in the Lord’s recovery (e.g. the unique ‘Minister of the Age,’ the emphasis
on God’s ‘up-to-date speaking through the ministry’) were already taught among the
Taylor Brethren during that earlier era (1930-50).

4, Count Nicholas von Zinzendorf (1700-60) has been designated as “Minister
of the Age” in the 18% century. See for example Ed Marks, The Ministry, vol.7, No. 6,
(Aug. 2003) p. 13.

5. W. Nee writes: “By 1732 the earliest missionary body in the world was
conceived, the so-called Moravian Brethren. ...They were the first group of brothers
to go throughout the entire world to evangelize. Eighty five out of one hundred among
them eventually became foreign missionaries ....The Moravian Church became the
strongest missionary body at that time. Their believers spread to every corner of the
world.” Watchman Nee, “What Are We?" Collected Works, vol. 11, p. 847

6. In an era where insolvent debtors were sent to “debtors’ prison” it was a
serious matter to default on a loan, especially for a Christian entity.

7. This has been referred to as the “feminization of the trinity” by the Moravians seen
in their description of the Holy Spirit as Mother. [See Aaron Fogleman’s article in the
William & Mary Quarterly, 2003, pp. 295-332.]

8. "By Thine Agony and Bloody Sweat” A review of the book, Community of the
Cross: Moravian Piety in Colonial Bethlehem by Craig Atwood.

9. Craig Atwood, Community ofthe Cross: Moravian Piety in Colonial Bethlehem
pp. 100-1

10. “By Thine Agony and Bloody Sweat” A review of the book, Community of the
Cross

11. John Wesley “called attention to [the Moravians | recent extravagantemphasis

upon Christ’s side wound, and urged all who had been fooled into joining the Brethren
to desert them."” [John R. Weinlick, Count Zinzendorf, p. 213]

12. Chief among “former friends” and supporters were John Wesley (see
previous note) and George Whitefield. George Whitefield’s 1753 public Expostulatory
Letterto Z. ...was long-lasting in its prejudicial effect.” (3. C. S. Mason, “The Moravian

Church and the Missionary Awakening in England, 1760-1800, p. 10)

13. August G. Spangenberg had overseen the Church’s N. American operations.
14, J. C. S. Mason, “The Moravian Church and the Missionary Awakening in
England, 1760-1800, p. 12

15. J. C. S. Mason, “The Moravian Church... p. 12

16. J. C. S. Mason, “The Moravian Church... p. 12 Spangenberg reassured

readers“The Brethren’s congregations do nottake the writings of the Count orany man
as their standard of doctrine; the Bible alone is their standard of truth.”

17. J. C. S. Mason, “The Moravian Church... p. 16

18. Watchman Nee, Collected Works, vol. 11, p. 847

19. A. J. Lewis, Zinzendorf the Ecumenical Pioneer, p. 194

20. Roger Shuff, Searching For The True Church, (Paternoster, 2005) p. 123
21. Roger Shuff, Searching For The True Church, p. 122

22. Roger Shuff, Searching For The True Church, p. 121

23. Initially in 1942 and subsequently in 1947-8 Taylor began to teach that the

Holy Spirit should be worshipped, just as the Son and Father were worshipped in the
Lord’s table meeting. [Earlier Brethren rejected this view because no explicit New
Testament basis could be found for worshipping the Spirit.] In 1950 a new edition of
the group’s “Little Flock” hymnal was commissioned. A new version was rapidly
produced, containing no less than 45 hymns solely addressed to the Holy Spirit. Roger

Shuff, Searching For The True Church, p. 120
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24, Roger Shuff, Searching For The True Church, p. 123

25. Roger Shuff, Searching For The True Church, p. 123 The quote in context
reads: “This absolutist view of ministry...the proposition that such contemporary
ministry, implicitly synonymous with the current voice of the Spirit, was on a par with
Scripture. Indeed, by inference, its authority went beyond that of the Bible since the
Scriptures contained only the written words of Christ, while currentteachingin the power
of the Spirit represented Christ’s direct and personal words to the contemporary
Church.”

26. In Witness Lee’s final public conference in March 1997 he said, "Concerning
the matter of receiving people according to God,...we co-workers in every place all need
to learn, the responsible ones in every place all need to learn, the brothers and sisters
in every place all need to learn.... too many things cause us to learn. We all made
mistakes in this matter in the past, I myself included, I confess that, I had, for
this matter and before the Lord, a very painful repentance.” [translation from the
Chinese transcript] Elsewhere W. Lee wrote: “Although I have always intended to do
the right thing, I have nevertheless made many mistakes, even some big mistakes. I
certainly hate these mistakes, but I can testify that they have afforded God the
opportunity to show forth His wisdom. Therefore, I can thank the Lord for all my
mistakes.” [W. Lee, Life-study of Ephesians, p. 273] Furthermore he said, "My point is
this—do not think that any leader could not make a mistake. Only the Lord Jesus,
the unique Leader, never made any mistake. It is absolutely impossible for Him to be
mistaken. However, all of us, including Peter, have made many mistakes.”[W. Lee, One
Accord for the Lord’s Move, Elders’ Training, Book 7, p. 113]

27. The Moravian Church exists until today. Recent figures indicate a total world-
wide membership (in 1995) of 765,000. The largest concentrations are in Tanzania, S.
Africa, Nicaragua, W. Indies—areas which were the subject of Moravian missions.
28. Watchman Nee, Collected Works, vol. 40, pp. 84-5. Bro. Nee says, "David
'served his own generation,” and slept (Acts 13:36). He could not serve two! Where
today we seek to perpetuate our work by setting up an organization or society or
system, the Old Testament saints served their own day and passed on. This
is an important principle of life. Wheat is sown, grows, ears, is reaped, and then
the whole plant, even the rootis pulled out....God’s work is spiritual to the point of having
no earthly roots...Men pass on, but the Lord remains. ...God Himself takes away His
workers, but He gives others. Our work suffers. But His never does. Nothing
touches Him. He is still God.” (emphasis added)

29. See Note 26 above. This quote in context reads: “"Concerning the matter of
receiving people according to God,...we co-workers in every place all need to learn, the
responsible ones in every place all need to learn, the brothers and sisters in every place
all need to learn.... too many things cause us to learn. We all made mistakes in this
matter in the past, I myself included; I confess that, I had, for this matter and
before the Lord, a very painful repentance. I am really sorry. I am really sorry toward
the Body of Christ, also really sorry, not only toward the brothers and sisters among
us, but even to those in the denominations, also really sorry toward them...” We note
that Brother Lee include himself in this apology, saying “We all made mistakes...in
the past, I myself included.” Contrary to the claims of LSM’s “blended brothers,” W.
Lee was NOT merely apologizing for the mistakes of the local churches. The LSM-DCP
brothers state: “What Brother Lee said in the Chinese-speaking conference was his
observation and realization before the Lord that the churches receiving his
ministry had at times failed in the past to live up to that standard: Brother Lee
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“shared with the saints his grieving that the churches under his ministry had
caused offence through coming short in our practice of these truths.” “Repenting
for Offending the Body of Christ—What Did Witness Lee Really Say?” (article
on AFaithfulWord.org)

30. We understand that in this context the term “Christian cult” is being
employed in a theological sense and not in a secular or sociological sense.

31. 60 Evangelical Christian Scholars’Open Letter (January 9, 2007) www.open-
letter.org

NOTES from John Berglund’s article (pp. 44-45)

1. From the chapter “Organization: Necessary and Dangerous” in The
Best of A.W. Tozer, Christian Publications (copyright Baker Books, 1979),
pp. 69-70.

2. Earle Cairns writes in his history: “This early church father...lays
great emphasis on subjection to the bishop as the way to achieve unity and
to avoid the growth of heresy...He was the first to place the office of the
bishop in contrast with the office of the presbyter and to subordinate the
presbyters or elders to the monarchical bishop and the members of the
church to both. The hierarchy in the church is, according to him, bishop,
presbyter, and deacon.” (Christianity Through the Centuries, Zondervan,
1981, p. 74, see also FF Bruce, The Spreading Flame, pp. 203-205, published
by Eerdmans). According to his Epistle to the Trallians, Ignatius did not even
consider a church to be a church unless it had a bishop (verse 3). He writes
also to Polycarp, whom he refers to as the bishop of Smyrna, also promoting
this matter. Polycarp, however, does not appear to endorse Ignatius’ view of
the need for a single bishop in his letter to the Philippian church, which had
no such bishop at the time. (Ironically, of the six places to which Ignatius
wrote, the only place he does not mention the matter of a ruling bishop to is
Rome!)

3. Irenaeus was the person who seems to have made the final leap
tying the matter of hierarchy to apostolic succession and Rome. W.H.C. Frend
writes “'Therefore,” claims Ireneus, ‘obedience is due to those presbyters
who, as we have shown, are in the succession after the Apostles, and who
with their episcopal succession have received according to the will of the
Father the charisma of truth.’... So the idea of apostolic succession was to
be linked with that of episcopal authority. Others, such as Ignatius, had
stressed the fact of the bishop’s authority against the claims of heretical
teachers. Hegesippus had sought to confirm (circa 175) that the chief Chris-
tian churches did have Apostles as their founders. Irenaeus, however, linked
the two ideas, and in his hands the bishop becomes the supreme arbiter of
the Church’s doctrine and discipline. Rome, founded by the two Apostles
Peter and Paul, Irenaeus cites as a model See, and in a famous but ambigu-
ous sentence affirms that ‘every churchust assemble at (or 'be in harmony
with’) this church because of its outstanding preeminence...” (The Early
Church, Fortress Press, 1982, pp. 66-67)

Sadly, perhaps, as Nigel notes concerning certain tendencies in his
article, Polycarp, who may have done much for the Lord’s move in his day,
is held up by Irenaeus in a way that supported his own view for the further
organization of the church under a central headquarters overseen by those
with supposed “apostolic authority”.

5. Please see the extraordinary and inspiring quote from Watchman
Nee on p. 22 in FJ 4-5 on this matter, from p. 30 of The Normal Christian Life.
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